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to study the beautiful revelation that we have been entrusted with, but nothing
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Topic 1: Your Thought Adjuster “initiates and fosters” the
growth of Your Soul

0:5.10 (8.10) 4. Soul. The soul of man is an experiential acquirement. As a
mortal creature chooses to “do the will of the Father in heaven,” so the
indwelling spirit becomes the father of a new reality in human experience.
The mortal and material mind is the mother of this same emerging reality.
The substance of this new reality is neither material nor spiritual—it

is morontial. This is the emerging and immortal soul which is destined to
survive mortal death and begin the Paradise ascension.

1:3.7 (26.1) In the inner experience of man, mind is joined to matter. Such
material-linked minds cannot survive mortal death. The technique of survival
is embraced in those adjustments of the human will and those
transformations in the mortal mind whereby such a God-conscious intellect
gradually becomes spirit taught and eventually spirit led. This evolution of
the human mind from matter association to spirit union results in the
transmutation of the potentially spirit phases of the mortal mind into the
morontia realities of the immortal soul. Mortal mind subservient to matter is
destined to become increasingly material and consequently to suffer
eventual personality extinction; mind yielded to spirit is destined to become
increasingly spiritual and ultimately to achieve oneness with the surviving
and guiding divine spirit and in this way to attain survival and eternity of
personality existence.

2:1.2 (34.1) “There is but one God, the infinite Father, who is also a faithful
Creator.” "The divine Creator is also the Universal Disposer, the source and
destiny of souls. He is the Supreme Soul, the Primal Mind, and the Unlimited
Spirit of all creation.” “The great Controller makes no mistakes. He is
resplendent in majesty and glory.” “The Creator God is wholly devoid of fear
and enmity. He is immortal, eternal, self-existent, divine, and bountiful.”
“How pure and beautiful, how deep and unfathomable is the supernal
Ancestor of all things!” "The Infinite is most excellent in that he imparts
himself to men. He is the beginning and the end, the Father of every good
and perfect purpose.” "With God all things are possible; the eternal Creator
is the cause of causes.”

5:5.14 (70.1) The ability of mortal parents to procreate is not predicated on
their educational, cultural, social, or economic status. The union of the
parental factors under natural conditions is quite sufficient to initiate
offspring. A human mind discerning right and wrong and possessing the
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capacity to worship God, in union with a divine Adjuster, is all that is
required in that mortal to initiate and foster the production of his immortal
soul of survival qualities if such a spirit-endowed individual seeks God and
sincerely desires to become like him, honestly elects to do the will of the
Father in heaven.

5:6.7 (71.2) The material self has personality and identity, temporal
identity; the prepersonal spirit Adjuster also has identity, eternal identity.
This material personality and this spirit prepersonality are capable of so
uniting their creative attributes as to bring into existence the surviving
identity of the immortal soul.

5:6.8 (71.3) Having thus provided for the growth of the immortal soul and
having liberated man’s inner self from the fetters of absolute dependence on
antecedent causation, the Father stands aside. Now, man having thus been
liberated from the fetters of causation response, at least as pertains to
eternal destiny, and provision having been made for the growth of the
immortal self, the soul, it remains for man himself to will the creation or to
inhibit the creation of this surviving and eternal self which is his for the
choosing. No other being, force, creator, or agency in all the wide universe
of universes can interfere to any degree with the absolute sovereignty of the
mortal free will, as it operates within the realms of choice, regarding the
eternal destiny of the personality of the choosing mortal. As pertains to
eternal survival, God has decreed the sovereignty of the material and mortal
will, and that decree is absolute.

48:6.2 (551.7) You should understand that the morontia life of an ascending
mortal is really initiated on the inhabited worlds at the conception of

the soul, at that moment when the creature mind of moral status is indwelt
by the spirit Adjuster. And from that moment on, the mortal soul has
potential capacity for supermortal function, even for recognition on the
higher levels of the morontia spheres of the local universe.

67:3.7 (756.8) This seven years of waiting was a time of heart searching
and soul discipline. Such crises in the affairs of a universe demonstrate the
tremendous influence of mind as a factor in spiritual choosing. Education,
training, and experience are factors in most of the vital decisions of all
evolutionary moral creatures. But it is entirely possible for the indwelling
spirit to make direct contact with the decision-determining powers of the
human personality so as to empower the fully consecrated will of the
creature to perform amazing acts of loyal devotion to the will and the way of
the Father in Paradise. And this is just what occurred in the experience of
Amadon, the modified human associate of Van.
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91:9.4 (1002.9) [Conditions of Effective Prayer] 3. You must surrender
every wish of mind and every craving of soul to the transforming embrace of
spiritual growth. You must have experienced an enhancement of meanings
and an elevation of values.

100:2.7 (1096.4) Jesus portrayed the profound surety of the God-knowing
mortal when he said: “To a God-knowing kingdom believer, what does it
matter if all things earthly crash?” Temporal securities are vulnerable, but
spiritual sureties are impregnable. When the flood tides of human adversity,
selfishness, cruelty, hate, malice, and jealousy beat about the mortal soul,
you may rest in the assurance that there is one inner bastion, the citadel of
the spirit, which is absolutely unassailable; at least this is true of every
human being who has dedicated the keeping of his soul to the indwelling
spirit of the eternal God.

101:1.7 (1105.4) Thus it may be seen that religious longings and spiritual
urges are not of such a nature as would merely lead men to want to believe
in God, but rather are they of such nature and power that men are
profoundly impressed with the conviction that they ought to believe in God.
The sense of evolutionary duty and the obligations consequent upon the
illumination of revelation make such a profound impression upon man’s
moral nature that he finally reaches that position of mind and that attitude
of soul where he concludes that he has no right not to believe in God. The
higher and superphilosophic wisdom of such enlightened and disciplined
individuals ultimately instructs them that to doubt God or distrust his
goodness would be to prove untrue to the realest and deepest thing within
the human mind and soul—the divine Adjuster.

101:2.9 (1106.8) The contemplation of nature can only reveal a God of
nature, a God of motion. Nature exhibits only matter, motion, and
animation—Ilife. Matter plus energy, under certain conditions, is manifested
in living forms, but while natural life is thus relatively continuous as a
phenomenon, it is wholly transient as to individualities. Nature does not
afford ground for logical belief in human-personality survival. The religious
man who finds God in nature has already and first found this same personal
God in his own soul.

101:3.2 (1108.1) Faith-insight, or spiritual intuition, is the endowment of
the cosmic mind in association with the Thought Adjuster, which is the
Father’s gift to man. Spiritual reason, soul intelligence, is the endowment of
the Holy Spirit, the Creative Spirit’s gift to man. Spiritual philosophy, the
wisdom of spirit realities, is the endowment of the Spirit of Truth, the
combined gift of the bestowal Sons to the children of men. And the co-

4



ordination and interassociation of these spirit endowments constitute man a
spirit personality in potential destiny.

105:6.5 (1159.5) 4. The divinity response to the imperfection inherent in the
time lag of evolution is disclosed in the compensating presence of God the
Sevenfold, by whose activities that which is perfecting is integrated with
both the perfect and the perfected. This time lag is inseparable from
evolution, which is creativity in time. Because of it, as well as for other
reasons, the almighty power of the Supreme is predicated on the divinity
successes of God the Sevenfold. This time lag makes possible creature
participation in divine creation by permitting creature personalities to
become partners with Deity in the attainment of maximum development.
Even the material mind of the mortal creature thus becomes partner with
the divine Adjuster in the dualization of the immortal soul. God the
Sevenfold also provides techniques of compensation for the experiential
limitations of inherent perfection as well as compensating the preascension
limitations of imperfection.

107:0.6 (1176.6) The Adjuster is an absolute essence of an infinite being
imprisoned within the mind of a finite creature which, depending on the
choosing of such a mortal, can eventually consummate this temporary union
of God and man and veritably actualize a new order of being for unending
universe service. The Adjuster is the divine universe reality which factualizes
the truth that God is man’s Father. The Adjuster is man’s infallible cosmic
compass, always and unerringly pointing the soul Godward.

107:2.7 (1179.1) 6. Fused Adjusters—finaliters—those who have become
one with the ascending creatures of the superuniverses, the eternity
partners of the time ascenders of the Paradise Corps of the Finality. Thought
Adjusters ordinarily become fused with the ascending mortals of time, and
with such surviving mortals they are registered in and out of Ascendington;
they follow the course of ascendant beings. Upon fusion with the ascending
evolutionary soul, it appears that the Adjuster translates from the absolute
existential level of the universe to the finite experiential level of functional
association with an ascending personality. While retaining all of the
character of the existential divine nature, a fused Adjuster becomes
indissolubly linked with the ascending career of a surviving mortal.

111:2.4 (1218.2) There are three and not two factors in the evolutionary
creation of such an immortal soul. These three antecedents of the morontia
human soul are:



111:2.5 (1218.3) 1. The human mind and all cosmic influences antecedent
thereto and impinging thereon.

111:2.6 (1218.4) 2. The divine spirit indwelling this human mind and all
potentials inherent in such a fragment of absolute spirituality together with
all associated spiritual influences and factors in human life.

111:2.7 (1218.5) 3. The relationship between material mind and divine
spirit, which connotes a value and carries a meaning not found in either of
the contributing factors to such an association. The reality of this unique
relationship is neither material nor spiritual but morontial. It is the soul.

111:2.8 (1218.6) The midway creatures have long denominated this
evolving soul of man the mid-mind in contradistinction to the lower or
material mind and the higher or cosmic mind. This mid-mind is really a
morontia phenomenon since it exists in the realm between the material and
the spiritual. The potential of such a morontia evolution is inherent in the
two universal urges of mind: the impulse of the finite mind of the creature to
know God and attain the divinity of the Creator, and the impulse of the
infinite mind of the Creator to know man and attain the experience of the
creature.

111:2.9 (1218.7) This supernal transaction of evolving the immortal soul is
made possible because the mortal mind is first personal and second is in

contact with superanimal realities; it possesses a supermaterial endowment
of cosmic ministry which insures the evolution of a moral nature capable of
making moral decisions, thereby effecting a bona fide creative contact with
the associated spiritual ministries and with the indwelling Thought Adjuster.

111:2.10 (1218.8) The inevitable result of such a contactual spiritualization
of the human mind is the gradual birth of a soul, the joint offspring of an
adjutant mind dominated by a human will that craves to know God, working
in liaison with the spiritual forces of the universe which are under the
overcontrol of an actual fragment of the very God of all creation—the
Mystery Monitor. And thus does the material and mortal reality of the self
transcend the temporal limitations of the physical-life machine and attain a
new expression and a new identification in the evolving vehicle for selfhood
continuity, the morontia and immortal soul.

112:4.13 (1232.1) If the human individual survives without delay, the
Adjuster, so I am instructed, registers at Divinington, proceeds to the
Paradise presence of the Universal Father, returns immediately and is
embraced by the Personalized Adjusters of the superuniverse and local
universe of assignment, receives the recognition of the chief Personalized
Monitor of Divinington, and then, at once, passes into the “realization of
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identity transition,” being summoned therefrom on the third period and on
the mansion world in the actual personality form made ready for the
reception of the surviving soul of the earth mortal as that form has been
projected by the guardian of destiny.

112:5.4 (1232.5) Human beings possess identity only in the material sense.
... But mortal personality, through its own choosing, possesses the power of
transferring its seat of identity from the passing material-intellect system to
the higher morontia-soul system which, in association with the Thought
Adjuster, is created as a new vehicle for personality manifestation.

112:5.12 (1234.1) There is something real, something of human evolution,
something additional to the Mystery Monitor, which survives death. This
newly appearing entity is the soul, and it survives the death of both your
physical body and your material mind. This entity is the conjoint child of the
combined life and efforts of the human you in liaison with the divine you, the
Adjuster. This child of human and divine parentage constitutes the surviving
element of terrestrial origin; it is the morontia self, the immortal soul.

117:3.10 (1282.5) The Supreme Being evolves by virtue of his liaison with
the Paradise Trinity and in consequence of the divinity successes of the
creator and administrator children of that Trinity. Man’s immortal soul
evolves its own eternal destiny by association with the divine presence of the
Paradise Father and in accordance with the personality decisions of the
human mind. What the Trinity is to God the Supreme, the Adjuster is to
evolving man.

117:5.3 (1286.1) The evolving immortal soul of man, the joint creation of
the material mind and the Adjuster, ascends as such to Paradise and
subsequently, when mustered into the Corps of the Finality, becomes allied
in some new way with the spirit-gravity circuit of the Eternal Son by a
technique of experience known as finaliter transcendation. Such finaliters
thus become acceptable candidates for experiential recognition as
personalities of God the Supreme. And when these mortal intellects in the
unrevealed future assignments of the Corps of the Finality attain the seventh
stage of spirit existence, such dual minds will become triune. These two
attuned minds, the human and the divine, will become glorified in union with
the experiential mind of the then actualized Supreme Being.

117:5.4 (1286.2) In the eternal future, God the Supreme will be actualized—
creatively expressed and spiritually portrayed—in the spiritualized mind, the
immortal soul, of ascendant man, even as the Universal Father was so
revealed in the earth life of Jesus.



117:6.5 (1288.4) The morontia soul of an evolving mortal is really the son of
the Adjuster action of the Universal Father and the child of the cosmic
reaction of the Supreme Being, the Universal Mother. The mother influence
dominates the human personality throughout the local universe childhood of
the growing soul. The influence of the Deity parents becomes more equal
after the Adjuster fusion and during the superuniverse career, but when the
creatures of time begin the traversal of the central universe of eternity, the
Father nature becomes increasingly manifest, attaining its height of finite
manifestation upon the recognition of the Universal Father and the

admission into the Corps of the Finality.

117:6.8 (1289.1) All soul-evolving humans are literally the evolutionary sons
of God the Father and God the Mother, the Supreme Being. But until such
time as mortal man becomes soul-conscious of his divine heritage, this
assurance of Deity kinship must be faith realized. Human life experience is
the cosmic cocoon in which the universe endowments of the Supreme Being
and the universe presence of the Universal Father (none of which are
personalities) are evolving the morontia soul of time and the human-divine
finaliter character of universe destiny and eternal service.

130:1.2 (1428.2) And when such disheartened souls sincerely seek for
God—hunger for truth and thirst for righteousness—there is nothing that can
hold them in further captivity. No matter into what great depths they may
have fallen, when they seek the light with a whole heart, the spirit of the
Lord God of heaven will deliver them from their captivity; the evil
circumstances of life will spew them out upon the dry land of fresh
opportunities for renewed service and wiser living.”

130:8.2 (1440.2) And have you not also read in the Scriptures where it
says: ‘He looks down upon men, and if any will say: I have sinned and
perverted that which was right, and it profited me not, then will God deliver
that man’s soul from darkness, and he shall see the light'?” And Ezra found
God and to the satisfaction of his soul. Later, this Jew, in association with a
well-to-do Greek proselyte, built the first Christian church in Syracuse.

131:1.4 (1442.6) “The Most High has decreed the union of body
and soul and has endowed man with his own spirit.

131:5.3 (1450.2) [...] God is farthest from us and at the same time nearest
to us in that he dwells within our souls. Our God is the divine and holiest
Spirit of Paradise, and yet he is more friendly to man than the most friendly
of all creatures. God is most helpful to us in this greatest of all businesses,
the knowing of himself. God is our most adorable and righteous friend; he is
our wisdom, life, and vigor of soul and body. Through our good thinking the
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wise Creator will enable us to do his will, thereby attaining the realization of
all that is divinely perfect.

131:10.2 (1453.4) “This one God is our heavenly Father, in whom all things
consist, and who dwells, by his spirit, in every sincere human soul. And we

who are the children of God should learn how to commit the keeping of our
souls to him as to a faithful Creator.

133:6.5 (1478.4) “The soul is the self-reflective, truth-discerning, and spirit-
perceiving part of man which forever elevates the human being above the
level of the animal world. Self-consciousness, in and of itself, is not the soul.
Moral self-consciousness is true human self-realization and constitutes the
foundation of the human soul, and the soul is that part of man which
represents the potential survival value of human experience. Moral choice
and spiritual attainment, the ability to know God and the urge to be like him,
are the characteristics of the soul. The soul of man cannot exist apart from
moral thinking and spiritual activity. A stagnant soul is a dying soul. But

the soul of man is distinct from the divine spirit which dwells within the
mind. The divine spirit arrives simultaneously with the first moral activity of
the human mind, and that is the occasion of the birth of the soul.

149:5.5 (1675.1) Jesus hardly regarded this world as a “vale of tears.” He
rather looked upon it as the birth sphere of the eternal and immortal spirits
of Paradise ascension, the “vale of soul making.”

155:6.3 (1731.1) I have called upon you to be born again, to be born of the
spirit. I have called you out of the darkness of authority and the lethargy of
tradition into the transcendent light of the realization of the possibility of
making for yourselves the greatest discovery possible for the human soul to
make—the supernal experience of finding God for yourself, in yourself, and
of yourself, and of doing all this as a fact in your own personal experience.
And so may you pass from death to life, from the authority of tradition to
the experience of knowing God; thus will you pass from darkness to light,
from a racial faith inherited to a personal faith achieved by actual
experience; and thereby will you progress from a theology of mind handed
down by your ancestors to a true religion of spirit which shall be built up in
your souls as an eternal endowment.

155:6.13 (1733.1) When you once begin to find God in your soul, presently
you will begin to discover him in other men’s souls and eventually in all the
creatures and creations of a mighty universe. But what chance does the
Father have to appear as a God of supreme loyalties and divine ideals in
the souls of men who give little or no time to the thoughtful contemplation
of such eternal realities? While the mind is not the seat of the spiritual
nature, it is indeed the gateway thereto.
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155:6.17 (1733.5) Now, mistake not, my Father will ever respond to the
faintest flicker of faith. He takes note of the physical and superstitious
emotions of the primitive man. And with those honest but

fearful souls whose faith is so weak that it amounts to little more than an
intellectual conformity to a passive attitude of assent to religions of
authority, the Father is ever alert to honor and foster even all such feeble
attempts to reach out for him. But you who have been called out of darkness
into the light are expected to believe with a whole heart; your faith shall
dominate the combined attitudes of body, mind, and spirit.

156:5.2 (1738.1) Let every man make sure that the intellectual and moral
foundations of character are such as will adequately support the
superstructure of the enlarging and ennobling spiritual nature, which is thus
to transform the mortal mind and then, in association with that re-created
mind, is to achieve the evolvement of the soul of immortal destiny. Your
spirit nature—the jointly created soul—is a living growth, but the mind and
morals of the individual are the soil from which these higher manifestations
of human development and divine destiny must spring. The soil of the
evolving soul is human and material, but the destiny of this combined
creature of mind and spirit is spiritual and divine.”
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Topic 2: Your Soul is Morontial in Nature

0:5.10 (8.10) 4. Soul. The soul of man is an experiential acquirement. As a
mortal creature chooses to “do the will of the Father in heaven,” so the
indwelling spirit becomes the father of a new reality in human experience.
The mortal and material mind is the mother of this same emerging reality.
The substance of this new reality is neither material nor spiritual—it

is morontial. This is the emerging and immortal soul which is destined to
survive mortal death and begin the Paradise ascension.

0:5.11 (9.1) Personality. The personality of mortal man is neither body,
mind, nor spirit; neither is it the soul. Personality is the one changeless
reality in an otherwise ever-changing creature experience; and it unifies all
other associated factors of individuality. The personality is the unique
bestowal which the Universal Father makes upon the living and associated
energies of matter, mind, and spirit, and which survives with the survival of
the morontial soul.

2:6.3 (41.1) The “richness of the goodness of God leads erring man to
repentance.” “Every good gift and every perfect gift comes down from the
Father of lights.” “"God is good; he is the eternal refuge of the souls of men.”
“The Lord God is merciful and gracious. He is long-suffering and abundant in
goodness and truth.” “"Taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the
man who trusts him.” “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. He is the
God of salvation.” He is man’s all-powerful benefactor.”

3:5.16 (52.2) The full appreciation of truth, beauty, and goodness is
inherent in the perfection of the divine universe. The inhabitants of the
Havona worlds do not require the potential of relative value levels as a
choice stimulus; such perfect beings are able to identify and choose the
good in the absence of all contrastive and thought-compelling moral
situations. But all such perfect beings are, in moral nature and spiritual
status, what they are by virtue of the fact of existence. They have
experientially earned advancement only within their inherent status. Mortal
man earns even his status as an ascension candidate by his own faith and
hope. Everything divine which the human mind grasps and the human soul
acquires is an experiential attainment; it is a reality of personal experience
and is therefore a unique possession in contrast to the inherent goodness
and righteousness of the inerrant personalities of Havona.

3:5.17 (52.3) The creatures of Havona are naturally brave, but they are not
courageous in the human sense. They are innately kind and considerate, but
hardly altruistic in the human way. They are expectant of a pleasant future,
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but not hopeful in the exquisite manner of the trusting mortal of the
uncertain evolutionary spheres. They have faith in the stability of the
universe, but they are utter strangers to that saving faith whereby mortal
man climbs from the status of an animal up to the portals of Paradise. They
love the truth, but they know nothing of its soul-saving qualities. They are
idealists, but they were born that way; they are wholly ignorant of the
ecstasy of becoming such by exhilarating choice. They are loyal, but they
have never experienced the thrill of wholehearted and intelligent devotion to
duty in the face of temptation to default. They are unselfish, but they never
gained such levels of experience by the magnificent conquest of a belligerent
self. They enjoy pleasure, but they do not comprehend the sweetness of the
pleasure escape from the pain potential.

7:1.3 (82.2) Spirit realities respond to the drawing power of the center of
spiritual gravity in accordance with their qualitative value, their actual
degree of spirit nature. Spirit substance (quality) is just as responsive to
spirit gravity as the organized energy of physical matter (quantity) is
responsive to physical gravity. Spiritual values and spirit forces

are real. From the viewpoint of personality, spirit is the soul of creation;
matter is the shadowy physical body.

7:3.2 (84.2) The spiritual-gravity pull of the Eternal Son constitutes the
inherent secret of the Paradise ascension of surviving human souls. All
genuine spirit values and all bona fide spiritualized individuals are held
within the unfailing grasp of the spiritual gravity of the Eternal Son. The
mortal mind, for example, initiates its career as a material mechanism and is
eventually mustered into the Corps of the Finality as a well-nigh perfected
spirit existence, becoming progressively less subject to material gravity and
correspondingly more responsive to the inward pulling urge of spirit gravity
during this entire experience. The spirit-gravity circuit literally pulls the soul
of man Paradiseward.

12:8.4 (139.7) The bestowal of spirit and the spiritualization of personalities,
the domain of spiritual gravity, is the realm of the Eternal Son. And this
spirit gravity of the Son, ever drawing all spiritual realities to himself, is just
as real and absolute as is the all-powerful material grasp of the Isle of
Paradise. But material-minded man is naturally more familiar with the
material manifestations of a physical nature than with the equally real and
mighty operations of a spiritual nature which are discerned only by the
spiritual insight of the soul.
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16:9.2 (195.8) The God-discerning mortal is able to sense the unification
value of these three cosmic qualities in the evolution of the surviving soul,
man’s supreme undertaking in the physical tabernacle where the moral mind
collaborates with the indwelling divine spirit to dualize the immortal soul.
From its earliest inception the soul is real; it has cosmic survival qualities.

28:5.20 (313.2) The Discerners of Spirits carry on these intricate services by
virtue of inherent “spiritual insight,” if I may use such words in an endeavor
to convey to the human mind the thought that these reflective angels thus
function intuitively, inherently, and unerringly. When the Universal Censors
behold these presentations, they are face to face with the naked soul of the
reflected individual; and this very certainty and perfection of portraiture in
part explains why the Censors can always function so justly as righteous
judges. The discerners always accompany the Censors on any mission away
from Uversa, and they are just as effective out in the universes as at their
Uversa headquarters.

28:6.19 (316.6) The real nature of any service, be it rendered by man or
angel, is fully revealed in the faces of these secoraphic service indicators,
the Sanctities of Service. The full analysis of the true and of the hidden
motives is clearly shown. These angels are indeed the mind readers, heart
searchers, and soul revealers of the universe. Mortals may employ words to
conceal their thoughts, but these high seconaphim lay bare the deep
motives of the human heart and of the angelic mind.

36:6.5 (404.3) The life bestowed upon plants and animals by the Life
Carriers does not return to the Life Carriers upon the death of plant or
animal. The departing life of such a living thing possesses neither identity
nor personality; it does not individually survive death. During its existence
and the time of its sojourn in the body of matter, it has undergone a
change; it has undergone energy evolution and survives only as a part of the
cosmic forces of the universe; it does not survive as individual life. The
survival of mortal creatures is wholly predicated on the evolvement of an
immortal soul within the mortal mind.

44:1.1 (499.3) With the limited range of mortal hearing, you can hardly
conceive of morontia melodies. There is even a material range of beautiful
sound unrecognized by the human sense of hearing, not to mention the
inconceivable scope of morontia and spirit harmony. Spirit melodies are not
material sound waves but spirit pulsations received by the spirits of celestial
personalities. There is a vastness of range and a soul of expression, as well
as a grandeur of execution, associated with the melody of the spheres, that
are wholly beyond human comprehension. I have seen millions of
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enraptured beings held in sublime ecstasy while the melody of the realm
rolled in upon the spirit energy of the celestial circuits. These marvelous
melodies can be broadcast to the uttermost parts of a universe.

45:4.15 (514.5) 13. Elijah, a translated soul of brilliant spiritual achievement
during the post-Material Son age.

48:6.32 (554.6) These angels are all in the chain of recorders extending
from the lowest to the highest custodians of the facts of time and the truths
of eternity. Some day they will teach you to seek truth as well as fact, to
expand your soul as well as your mind. Even now you should learn to water
the garden of your heart as well as to seek for the dry sands of knowledge.

48:7.6 (556.6) 4. Few mortals ever dare to draw anything like the sum of
personality credits established by the combined ministries of nature and
grace. The majority of impoverished souls are truly rich, but they refuse to
believe it.

48:7.24 (557.8) 22. The evolving soul is not made divine by what it does,
but by what it strives to do.

53:8.8 (610.4) But even so, no fallen spirit ever did have the power to
invade the minds or to harass the souls of the children of God. Neither Satan
nor Caligastia could ever touch or approach the faith sons of God; faith is an
effective armor against sin and iniquity. It is true: “He who is born of God
keeps himself, and the wicked one touches him not.”

65:8.4 (739.8) As mind evolution is dependent on, and delayed by, the slow
development of physical conditions, so is spiritual progress dependent on
mental expansion and unfailingly delayed by intellectual retardation. But this
does not mean that spiritual evolution is dependent on education, culture, or
wisdom. The soul may evolve regardless of mental culture but not in the
absence of mental capacity and desire—the choice of survival and the
decision to achieve ever-increasing perfection—to do the will of the Father in
heaven. Although survival may not depend on the possession of knowledge
and wisdom, progression most certainly does.

67:7.1 (760.6) The personal (centripetal) consequences of the creature’s
willful and persistent rejection of light are both inevitable and individual and
are of concern only to Deity and to that personal creature. Such a soul-
destroying harvest of iniquity is the inner reaping of the iniquitous will
creature.

67:7.4 (761.3) Sin is never purely local in its effects. The administrative
sectors of the universes are organismal; the plight of one personality must
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to a certain extent be shared by all. Sin, being an attitude of the person
toward reality, is destined to exhibit its inherent negativistic harvest upon
any and all related levels of universe values. But the full consequences of
erroneous thinking, evil-doing, or sinful planning are experienced only on the
level of actual performance. The transgression of universe law may be fatal
in the physical realm without seriously involving the mind or impairing the
spiritual experience. Sin is fraught with fatal consequences to personality
survival only when it is the attitude of the whole being, when it stands for
the choosing of the mind and the willing of the soul.

67:7.5 (761.4) Evil and sin visit their consequences in material and social
realms and may sometimes even retard spiritual progress on certain levels
of universe reality, but never does the sin of any being rob another of the
realization of the divine right of personality survival. Eternal survival can be
jeopardized only by the decisions of the mind and the choice of the soul of
the individual himself.

84:8.4 (942.5) There is real danger in the combination of restlessness,
curiosity, adventure, and pleasure-abandon characteristic of the post-Andite
races. The hunger of the soul cannot be satisfied with physical pleasures;
the love of home and children is not augmented by the unwise pursuit of
pleasure. Though you exhaust the resources of art, color, sound, rhythm,
music, and adornment of person, you cannot hope thereby to elevate

the soul or to nourish the spirit. Vanity and fashion cannot minister to home
building and child culture; pride and rivalry are powerless to enhance the
survival qualities of succeeding generations.

90:0.3 (986.3) Evolutionary religion is born of a simple and all-powerful
fear, the fear which surges through the human mind when confronted with
the unknown, the inexplicable, and the incomprehensible. Religion
eventually achieves the profoundly simple realization of an all-powerful love,
the love which sweeps irresistibly through the human soul when awakened
to the conception of the limitless affection of the Universal Father for the
sons of the universe. But in between the beginning and the consummation of
religious evolution, there intervene the long ages of the shamans, who
presume to stand between man and God as intermediaries, interpreters, and
intercessors.

92:2.6 (1005.2) Conscience, untaught by experience and unaided by reason,
never has been, and never can be, a safe and unerring guide to human
conduct. Conscience is not a divine voice speaking to the human soul. It is
merely the sum total of the moral and ethical content of the mores of any
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current stage of existence; it simply represents the humanly conceived ideal
of reaction in any given set of circumstances.

97:5.3 (1066.7) Speaking to the fear-ridden and soul-hungry Hebrews, this

prophet said: “Arise and shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the

Lord has risen upon you.” “The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has

anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek; he has sent me to bind up

the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the
prison to those who are bound.” *I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,

my soul shall be joyful in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments

of salvation and has covered me with his robe of righteousness.” “In all their
afflictions he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them. In his

love and in his pity he redeemed them.”

98:2.2 (1078.6) This was the situation when, during the sixth century before
Christ, the Orient and the Levant experienced a revival of spiritual
consciousness and a new awakening to the recognition of monotheism. But
the West did not share in this new development; neither Europe nor
northern Africa extensively participated in this religious renaissance. The
Greeks, however, did engage in a magnificent intellectual advancement.
They had begun to master fear and no longer sought religion as an antidote
therefor, but they did not perceive that true religion is the cure

for soul hunger, spiritual disquiet, and moral despair. They sought for the
solace of the soul in deep thinking—philosophy and metaphysics. They
turned from the contemplation of self-preservation—salvation—to self-
realization and self-understanding.

100:3.6 (1097.3) The association of actuals and potentials equals growth,
the experiential realization of values. But growth is not mere progress.
Progress is always meaningful, but it is relatively valueless without growth.
The supreme value of human life consists in growth of values, progress in
meanings, and realization of the cosmic interrelatedness of both of these
experiences. And such an experience is the equivalent of God-consciousness.
Such a mortal, while not supernatural, is truly becoming superhuman; an
immortal soul is evolving.

101:3.2 (1108.1) Faith-insight, or spiritual intuition, is the endowment of
the cosmic mind in association with the Thought Adjuster, which is the
Father’s gift to man. Spiritual reason, soul intelligence, is the endowment of
the Holy Spirit, the Creative Spirit’s gift to man. Spiritual philosophy, the
wisdom of spirit realities, is the endowment of the Spirit of Truth, the
combined gift of the bestowal Sons to the children of men. And the co-
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ordination and interassociation of these spirit endowments constitute man a
spirit personality in potential destiny.

102:2.4 (1120.1) Time is an invariable element in the attainment of
knowledge; religion makes its endowments immediately available, albeit
there is the important factor of growth in grace, definite advancement in all
phases of religious experience. Knowledge is an eternal quest; always are
you learning, but never are you able to arrive at the full knowledge of
absolute truth. In knowledge alone there can never be absolute certainty,
only increasing probability of approximation; but the religious soul of
spiritual illumination knows, and knows now. And yet this profound and
positive certitude does not lead such a sound-minded religionist to take any
less interest in the ups and downs of the progress of human wisdom, which
is bound up on its material end with the developments of slow-moving
science.

111:3.3 (1219.2) This immortal soul is at first wholly morontia in nature, but
it possesses such a capacity for development that it invariably ascends to
the true spirit levels of fusion value with the spirits of Deity, usually with the
same spirit of the Universal Father that initiated such a creative
phenomenon in the creature mind.

130:2.4 (1430.2) If you are more blessed with truth than is this man, his
need should challenge you. Surely you are not the coward who could stand
by on the seashore and watch a fellow man who could not swim perish! How
much more of value is this man’s soul floundering in darkness compared to
his body drowning in water!”

130:8.3 (1440.3) At Messina they stopped for only one day, but that was
long enough to change the life of a small boy, a fruit vendor, of whom Jesus
bought fruit and in turn fed with the bread of life. The lad never forgot the
words of Jesus and the kindly look which went with them when, placing his
hand on the boy’s shoulder, he said: “Farewell, my lad, be of good courage
as you grow up to manhood and after you have fed the body learn how also
to feed the soul. And my Father in heaven will be with you and go before
you.” The lad became a devotee of the Mithraic religion and later on turned
to the Christian faith.

131:2.8 (1445.2) “If you regard iniquity in your heart, the Lord will not hear
you; if you sin against God, you also wrong your own soul.

131:4.3 (1448.2) “God is the sure refuge of every good man when in need;
the Immortal One cares for all mankind. God’s salvation is strong and his

17



kindness is gracious. He is a loving protector, a blessed defender. Says the
Lord: ‘I dwell within their own souls as a lamp of wisdom.

131:5.2 (1450.1) “The all-wise God has promised immortality to the
pious souls who think purely and act righteously.”

131:7.3 (1451.3) “If I hear your prayers, it is because you come before me
with a clean heart, free from falsehood and hypocrisy, with a soul which
reflects truth like a mirror.”

137:8.12 (1536.9) “This new kingdom is like a seed growing in the good soil
of a field. It does not attain full fruit quickly. There is an interval of time
between the establishment of the kingdom in the soul of man and that hour
when the kingdom ripens into the full fruit of everlasting righteousness and
eternal salvation.

140:5.16 (1575.1) 1. "Happy are they who mourn, for they shall be
comforted.” So-called common sense or the best of logic would never
suggest that happiness could be derived from mourning. But Jesus did not
refer to outward or ostentatious mourning. He alluded to an emotional
attitude of tenderheartedness. It is a great error to teach boys and young
men that it is unmanly to show tenderness or otherwise to give evidence of
emotional feeling or physical suffering. Sympathy is a worthy attribute of the
male as well as the female. It is not necessary to be calloused in order to be
manly. This is the wrong way to create courageous men. The world’s great
men have not been afraid to mourn. Moses, the mourner, was a greater man
than either Samson or Goliath. Moses was a superb leader, but he was also
a man of meekness. Being sensitive and responsive to human need creates
genuine and lasting happiness, while such kindly attitudes safeguard

the soul from the destructive influences of anger, hate, and suspicion.

140:8.26 (1582.7) Jesus knew men were different, and he so taught his
apostles. He constantly exhorted them to refrain from trying to mold the
disciples and believers according to some set pattern. He sought to allow
each soul to develop in its own way, a perfecting and separate individual
before God.

140:10.2 (1584.5) Another great handicap in this work of teaching the
twelve was their tendency to take highly idealistic and spiritual principles of
religious truth and remake them into concrete rules of personal conduct.
Jesus would present to them the beautiful spirit of the soul’s attitude, but
they insisted on translating such teachings into rules of personal behavior.
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142:7.2 (1603.3) There was a veiled intimation that the Son of Man was the
only person who had ever lived on earth who could simultaneously see into
the very heart of God and into the very depths of man’s soul.

144:8.8 (1627.5) “It would appear that the Father in heaven has hidden
some of these truths from the wise and haughty, while he has revealed them
to babes. But the Father does all things well; the Father reveals himself to
the universe by the methods of his own choosing. Come, therefore, all you
who labor and are heavy laden, and you shall find rest for your souls. Take
upon you the divine yoke, and you will experience the peace of God, which
passes all understanding.”

148:6.3 (1663.1) While Job did not, through suffering, find the resolution of
his intellectual troubles or the solution of his philosophical difficulties, he did
achieve great victories; even in the very face of the breakdown of his
theological defenses he ascended to those spiritual heights where he could
sincerely say, 'I abhor myself’; then was there granted him the salvation of
a vision of God. So even through misunderstood suffering, Job ascended to
the superhuman plane of moral understanding and spiritual insight. When
the suffering servant obtains a vision of God, there follows a soul peace
which passes all human understanding.

148:6.9 (1664.1) Failure to receive help from man drives Job to God. Then
ensues the great struggle in his heart between faith and doubt. Finally, the
human sufferer begins to see the light of life; his tortured soul ascends to
new heights of hope and courage; he may suffer on and even die, but his
enlightened soul now utters that cry of triumph, ‘My Vindicator lives!’

149:2.3 (1670.4) 1. The effort to connect the gospel teaching directly onto
the Jewish theology, as illustrated by the Christian doctrines of the
atonement—the teaching that Jesus was the sacrificed Son who would
satisfy the Father’s stern justice and appease the divine wrath. These
teachings originated in a praiseworthy effort to make the gospel of the
kingdom more acceptable to disbelieving Jews. Though these efforts failed
as far as winning the Jews was concerned, they did not fail to confuse and
alienate many honest souls in all subsequent generations.

149:4.2 (1673.2) “Anger is a material manifestation which represents, in a
general way, the measure of the failure of the spiritual nature to gain control
of the combined intellectual and physical natures. Anger indicates your lack
of tolerant brotherly love plus your lack of self-respect and self-control.
Anger depletes the health, debases the mind, and handicaps the spirit
teacher of man’s soul.
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150:7.1 (1683.6) This Friday afternoon Jesus walked about Nazareth quite
unobserved and wholly unrecognized. He passed by the home of his
childhood and the carpenter shop and spent a half hour on the hill which he
so much enjoyed when a lad. Not since the day of his baptism by John in the
Jordan had the Son of Man had such a flood of human emotion stirred up
within his soul. While coming down from the mount, he heard the familiar
sounds of the trumpet blast announcing the going down of the sun, just as
he had so many, many times heard it when a boy growing up in Nazareth.

151:1.4 (1689.2) “'Therefore will I henceforth speak to the people much in
parables to the end that our friends and those who desire to know the truth
may find that which they seek, while our enemies and those who love not
the truth may hear without understanding. Many of these people follow not
in the way of the truth. The prophet did, indeed, describe all such
undiscerning souls when he said: ‘For this people’s heart has waxed gross,
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed lest they
should discern the truth and understand it in their hearts.””

152:5.4 (1704.3) “"And now do you all see that the working of miracles and
the performance of material wonders will not win souls for the spiritual
kingdom?

160:2.8 (1776.2) The enthusiasm for living. Isolation tends to exhaust the
energy charge of the soul. Association with one’s fellows is essential to the
renewal of the zest for life and is indispensable to the maintenance of the
courage to fight those battles consequent upon the ascent to the higher
levels of human living. Friendship enhances the joys and glorifies the
triumphs of life.

160:3.5 (1778.3) This new gospel of the kingdom renders a great service to
the art of living in that it supplies a new and richer incentive for higher
living. It presents a new and exalted goal of destiny, a supreme life purpose.
And these new concepts of the eternal and divine goal of existence are in
themselves transcendent stimuli, calling forth the reaction of the very best
that is resident in man’s higher nature. On every mountaintop of intellectual
thought are to be found relaxation for the mind, strength for the soul, and
communion for the spirit. From such vantage points of high living, man is
able to transcend the material irritations of the lower levels of thinking—
worry, jealousy, envy, revenge, and the pride of immature personality.
These high-climbing souls deliver themselves from a multitude of the
crosscurrent conflicts of the trifles of living, thus becoming free to attain
consciousness of the higher currents of spirit concept and celestial
communication. But the life purpose must be jealously guarded from the
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temptation to seek for easy and transient attainment; likewise must it be so
fostered as to become immune to the disastrous threats of fanaticism.

163:3.3 (1803.5) But the Father requires that the affections of his children
be pure and undivided. Whatever thing or person comes between you and
the love of the truths of the kingdom, must be surrendered. If one’s wealth
does not invade the precincts of the soul, it is of no consequence in the
spiritual life of those who would enter the kingdom.”

163:4.8 (1805.5) 7. Teach that man’s whole duty is summed up in this one
commandment: Love the Lord your God with all your mind and soul and
your neighbor as yourself. (This they were to teach as man’s whole duty in
place of the 613 rules of living expounded by the Pharisees.)

163:6.8 (1808.2) And they found the Master’s words to be true when they
put his promises to the test. And since that day countless thousands also
have tested and proved the surety of these same promises.

164:3.4 (1811.5) There was, throughout all these regions, a lingering belief
in reincarnation. The older Jewish teachers, together with Plato, Philo, and
many of the Essenes, tolerated the theory that men may reap in one
incarnation what they have sown in a previous existence; thus in one life
they were believed to be expiating the sins committed in preceding lives.
The Master found it difficult to make men believe that their souls had not
had previous existences.

165:4.1 (1821.1) ... he [Jesus] said: “Take heed and keep yourselves free
from covetousness; a man’s life consists not in the abundance of the things
which he may possess. Happiness comes not from the power of wealth, and
joy springs not from riches. Wealth, in itself, is not a curse, but the love of
riches many times leads to such devotion to the things of this world that
the soul becomes blinded to the beautiful attractions of the spiritual realities
of the kingdom of God on earth and to the joys of eternal life in heaven.

165:4.3 (1821.3) “But this rich man was also foolish. In providing for the
material requirements of his mind and body, he had failed to lay up
treasures in heaven for the satisfaction of the spirit and for the salvation of
the soul. And even then he was not to enjoy the pleasure of consuming his
hoarded wealth, for that very night was his soul required of him. That night
there came the brigands who broke into his house to kill him, and after they
had plundered his barns, they burned that which remained. And for the
property which escaped the robbers his heirs fell to fighting among
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themselves. This man laid up treasures for himself on earth, but he was not
rich toward God.”

165:4.7 (1822.2) Jesus did not teach nor countenance improvidence,
idleness, indifference to providing the physical necessities for one’s family,
or dependence upon alms. But he did teach that the material and temporal
must be subordinated to the welfare of the soul and the progress of the
spiritual nature in the kingdom of heaven.

165:4.9 (1822.4) Jesus sent the young man away, saying to him, "My son,
what shall it profit you if you gain the whole world and lose your own soul?”

165:5.2 (1823.2) The welfare of the soul is more than food and drink; the
progress in the spirit is far above the need of raiment.

165:6.2 (1824.5) “In the time of testing, a man’s soul is revealed; trial
discloses what really is in the heart. When the servant is tested and proved,
then may the lord of the house set such a servant over his household and
safely trust this faithful steward to see that his children are fed and
nurtured. Likewise, will I soon know who can be trusted with the welfare of
my children when I shall have returned to the Father. As the lord of the
household shall set the true and tried servant over the affairs of his family,
so will I exalt those who endure the trials of this hour in the affairs of my
kingdom.

166:1.4 (1826.1) You make sure to present a pious and holy appearance to
the people, but your inner souls are filled with self-righteousness,
covetousness, extortion, and all manner of spiritual wickedness. Your leaders
even dare to plot and plan the murder of the Son of Man. Do not you foolish
men understand that the God of heaven looks at the inner motives of

the soul as well as on your outer pretenses and your pious professions?

166:3.4 (1829.1)" Salvation is not for those who are unwilling to pay the
price of wholehearted dedication to doing my Father’s will. When in spirit
and soul you have turned your backs upon the Father’s kingdom, it is
useless in mind and body to stand before this door and knock,...”

169:1.2 (1850.9) Again I say there is more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over the ninety and nine just persons who need no
repentance. The fact that souls are /ost only increases the interest of the
heavenly Father. I have come to this world to do my Father’s bidding, and it
has truly been said of the Son of Man that he is a friend of publicans and
sinners.
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169:2.2 (1853.5) “"Some of you, before you entered the kingdom, were very
shrewd in dealing with your business associates. If you were unjust and
often unfair, you were nonetheless prudent and farseeing in that you
transacted your business with an eye single to your present profit and future
safety. Likewise should you now so order your lives in the kingdom as to
provide for your present joy while you also make certain of your future
enjoyment of treasures laid up in heaven. If you were so diligent in making
gains for yourselves when in the service of self, why should you show less
diligence in gaining souls for the kingdom since you are now servants of the
brotherhood of man and stewards of God?

170:2.23 (1861.5) Jesus taught that sin is not the child of a defective nature
but rather the offspring of a knowing mind dominated by an unsubmissive
will. Regarding sin, he taught that God has forgiven; that we make such
forgiveness personally available by the act of forgiving our fellows. When
you forgive your brother in the flesh, you thereby create the capacity in your
own soul for the reception of the reality of God’s forgiveness of your own
misdeeds.

170:5.13 (1865.3) Jesus foresaw that a social organization, or church, would
follow the progress of the true spiritual kingdom, and that is why he never
opposed the apostles’ practicing the rite of John’s baptism. He taught that
the truth-loving soul, the one who hungers and thirsts for righteousness, for
God, is admitted by faith to the spiritual kingdom; at the same time the
apostles taught that such a believer is admitted to the social organization of
disciples by the outward rite of baptism.

171:7.1 (1874.4) Jesus spread good cheer everywhere he went. He was full
of grace and truth. His associates never ceased to wonder at the gracious
words that proceeded out of his mouth. You can cultivate gracefulness, but
graciousness is the aroma of friendliness which emanates from a love-
saturated soul.

172:5.1 (1883.6) This Sunday evening as they returned to Bethany, Jesus
walked in front of the apostles. Not a word was spoken until they separated
after arriving at Simon’s house. No twelve human beings ever experienced
such diverse and inexplicable emotions as now surged through the minds
and souls of these ambassadors of the kingdom. These sturdy Galileans
were confused and disconcerted; they did not know what to expect next;
they were too surprised to be much afraid.

174:5.9 (1903.6) “I know my hour is approaching, and I am troubled. I
perceive that my people are determined to spurn the kingdom, but I am
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rejoiced to receive these truth-seeking gentiles who come here today
inquiring for the way of light. Nevertheless, my heart aches for my people,
and my soul is distraught by that which lies just before me. What shall I say
as I look ahead and discern what is about to befall me? Shall I say, Father
save me from this awful hour? No! For this very purpose have I come into
the world and even to this hour. Rather will I say, and pray that you will join
me: Father, glorify your name; your will be done.”

178:1.10 (1931.1) Under the soon-coming persecutions by those who hate
this gospel of joy and liberty, you will thrive and the kingdom will prosper.
But you will stand in grave danger in subsequent times when most men will
speak well of kingdom believers and many in high places nhominally accept
the gospel of the heavenly kingdom. Learn to be faithful to the kingdom
even in times of peace and prosperity. Tempt not the angels of your
supervision to lead you in troublous ways as a loving discipline desighed to
save your ease-drifting souls.

178:3.3 (1934.5) Let your souls be valiant in defense of the gospel by spirit
power but be not misled into any foolish attempt to defend the Son of Man.

179:3.2 (1938.4) Since Peter so revered and honored Jesus in his heart, it
was not strange that his soul resented the thought of Jesus’ kneeling there
before him in the attitude of a menial servant and proposing to wash his feet
as would a slave. When Peter presently collected his wits sufficiently to
address the Master, he spoke the heart feelings of all his fellow apostles.

179:4.2 (1940.4) ... Jesus said: “While it is necessary that I go to the Father,
it was not required that one of you should become a traitor to fulfill the
Father’s will. This is the coming to fruit of the concealed evil in the heart of
one who failed to love the truth with his whole soul. How deceitful is the
intellectual pride that precedes the spiritual downfall! My friend of many
years, who even now eats my bread, will be willing to betray me, even as he
now dips his hand with me in the dish.”

179:5.4 (1942.3) In the establishment of the only ceremony or sacrament
associated with his whole life mission, Jesus took great pains to suggest his
meanings rather than to commit himself to precise definitions. He did not
wish to destroy the individual’s concept of divine communion by establishing
a precise form; neither did he desire to limit the believer’s spiritual
imagination by formally cramping it. He rather sought to set man’s

reborn soul free upon the joyous wings of a new and living spiritual liberty.

180:1.2 (1944.5) “When I give you this new commandment, I do not place
any new burden upon your souls; rather do I bring you new joy and make it
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possible for you to experience new pleasure in knowing the delights of the
bestowal of your heart’s affection upon your fellow men. I am about to
experience the supreme joy, even though enduring outward sorrow, in the
bestowal of my affection upon you and your fellow mortals.

181:2.5 (1955.6) ..."And, John, always remember, strive not with
the souls you would win for the kingdom.”

181:2.15 (1958.2) Whether your ministry be long or short, possess

your soul in patience. When the new teacher comes, let him teach you the
poise of compassion and that sympathetic tolerance which is born of sublime
confidence in me and of perfect submission to the Father’s will.

182:3.9 (1969.4) The experience of parting with the apostles was a great
strain on the human heart of Jesus; this sorrow of love bore down on him
and made it more difficult to face such a death as he well knew awaited him.
His father Joseph’s people had rejected him and thereby sealed their doom
as a people with a special mission on earth. His soul was tortured by baffled
love and rejected mercy. It was just one of those awful human moments
when everything seems to bear down with crushing cruelty and terrible
agony.

184:4.3 (1984.4) Throughout this awful hour Jesus uttered no word. To this
gentle and sensitive soul of humankind, joined in personality relationship
with the God of all this universe, there was no more bitter portion of his cup
of humiliation than this terrible hour at the mercy of these ignorant and
cruel guards and servants, who had been stimulated to abuse him by the
example of the members of this so-called Sanhedrist court.

187:4.1 (2008.8) But when he had reproached Jesus, the other thief, who
had many times heard the Master teach, said: “"Do you have no fear even of
God? Do you not see that we are suffering justly for our deeds, but that this
man suffers unjustly? Better that we should seek forgiveness for our sins
and salvation for our souls.”

187:4.6 (2009.5) And if any other person among the jeering crowd had
experienced the birth of faith within his soul and had appealed to the mercy
of Jesus, he would have been received with the same loving consideration
that was displayed toward the believing brigand.

188:4.3 (2016.8) Mortal man was never the property of the archdeceivers.
Jesus did not die to ransom man from the clutch of the apostate rulers and
fallen princes of the spheres. The Father in heaven never conceived of such
crass injustice as damning a mortal soul because of the evil-doing of his
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ancestors. Neither was the Master’s death on the cross a sacrifice which
consisted in an effort to pay God a debt which the race of mankind had come
to owe him.

193:1.2 (2053.4) ... It is your faith that saves your souls. Salvation is the
gift of God to all who believe they are his sons. But be not deceived; while
salvation is the free gift of God and is bestowed upon all who accept it by
faith, there follows the experience of bearing the fruits of this spirit life as it
is lived in the flesh. The acceptance of the doctrine of the fatherhood of God
implies that you also freely accept the associated truth of the brotherhood of
man. And if man is your brother, he is even more than your neighbor, whom
the Father requires you to love as yourself. Your brother, being of your own
family, you will not only love with a family affection, but you will also serve
as you would serve yourself.

194:4.3 (2066.3) “Day by day they continued steadfastly and with one
accord in the temple and breaking bread at home. They took their food with
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God and having favor with all the
people. They were all filled with the spirit, and they spoke the word of God
with boldness. And the multitudes of those who believed were of one heart
and soul; and not one of them said that aught of the things which he
possessed was his own, and they had all things in common.”

195:0.3 (2069.3) History shows that the struggle ended in compromise.
Christianity presumed to embrace too much for any one people to assimilate
in one or two generations. It was not a simple spiritual appeal, such as Jesus
had presented to the souls of men; it early struck a decided attitude on
religious rituals, education, magic, medicine, art, literature, law,
government, morals, sex regulation, polygamy, and, in limited degree, even
slavery.

195:0.17 (2070.13) 4. Jesus of Nazareth was given to man’s hungry soul.

195:5.10 (2076.1) Do not try to satisfy the curiosity or gratify all the latent
adventure surging within the soul in one short life in the flesh. Be patient! be
not tempted to indulge in a lawless plunge into cheap and sordid adventure.
Harness your energies and bridle your passions; be calm while you await the
majestic unfolding of an endless career of progressive adventure and
thrilling discovery.

195:8.1 (2081.1) But even after materialism and mechanism have been
more or less vanquished, the devastating influence of twentieth-century
secularism will still blight the spiritual experience of millions of
unsuspecting souls.
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195:10.5 (2084.5) In winning souls for the Master, it is not the first mile of
compulsion, duty, or convention that will transform man and his world, but
rather the second mile of free service and liberty-loving devotion that
betokens the Jesusonian reaching forth to grasp his brother in love and
sweep him on under spiritual guidance toward the higher and divine goal of
mortal existence.

196:0.6 (2088.1) In a religious genius, strong spiritual faith so many times
leads directly to disastrous fanaticism, to exaggeration of the religious ego,
but it was not so with Jesus. He was not unfavorably affected in his practical
life by his extraordinary faith and spirit attainment because this spiritual
exaltation was a wholly unconscious and spontaneous soul expression of his
personal experience with God.

196:3.1 (2093.6) Personal, spiritual religious experience is an efficient
solvent for most mortal difficulties; it is an effective sorter, evaluator, and
adjuster of all human problems. Religion does not remove or destroy human
troubles, but it does dissolve, absorb, illuminate, and transcend them. True
religion unifies the personality for effective adjustment to all mortal
requirements. Religious faith—the positive leading of the indwelling divine
presence—unfailingly enables the God-knowing man to bridge that gulf
existing between the intellectual logic which recognizes the Universal First
Cause as It and those positive affirmations of the soul which aver this First
Cause is He, the heavenly Father of Jesus’ gospel, the personal God of
human salvation.

196:3.20 (2095.4) Every time man makes a reflective moral choice, he
immediately experiences a new divine invasion of his soul. Moral choosing
constitutes religion as the motive of inner response to outer conditions. But
such a real religion is not a purely subjective experience. It signifies the
whole of the subjectivity of the individual engaged in a meaningful and
intelligent response to total objectivity—the universe and its Maker.
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Topic 3: Soul Consciousness Leads to God-Consciousness

5:0.1 (62.1) The indwelling Thought Adjusters are a part of the eternal Deity
of the Paradise Father. Man does not have to go farther than his own inner
experience of the soul’s contemplation of this spiritual-reality presence to
find God and attempt communion with him.

5:2.5 (65.1) It is exceedingly difficult for the meagerly spiritualized, material
mind of mortal man to experience marked consciousness of the spirit
activities of such divine entities as the Paradise Adjusters. As the soul of
joint mind and Adjuster creation becomes increasingly existent, there also
evolves a new phase of soul consciousness which is capable of experiencing
the presence, and of recognizing the spirit leadings and other supermaterial
activities, of the Mystery Monitors.

5:2.6 (65.2) The entire experience of Adjuster communion is one involving
moral status, mental motivation, and spiritual experience. The self-
realization of such an achievement is mainly, though not exclusively, limited
to the realms of soul consciousness, but the proofs are forthcoming and
abundant in the manifestation of the fruits of the spirit in the lives of all such
inner-spirit contactors.

5:5.11 (69.6) God-consciousness, as it is experienced by an evolving mortal
of the realms, must consist of three varying factors, three differential levels
of reality realization. There is first the mind consciousness—the
comprehension of the idea of God. Then follows the soul consciousness—the
realization of the ideal of God. Last, dawns the spirit consciousness—the
realization of the spirit reality of God. By the unification of these factors of
the divine realization, no matter how incomplete, the mortal personality at
all times overspreads all conscious levels with a realization of

the personality of God. In those mortals who have attained the Corps of the
Finality all this will in time lead to the realization of the supremacy of God
and may subsequently eventuate in the realization of the ultimacy of God,
some phase of the absonite superconsciousness of the Paradise Father.

8:5.4 (95.7) There are many spiritual influences, and they are all

as one. Even the work of the Thought Adjusters, though independent of all
other influences, unvaryingly coincides with the spirit ministry of the
combined influences of the Infinite Spirit and a local universe Mother Spirit.
As these spiritual presences operate in the lives of Urantians, they cannot be
segregated. In your minds and upon your souls they function as one spirit,
notwithstanding their diverse origins.
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12:7.13 (139.2) Even though the Paradise Father functions through his
divine creators and his creature children, he also enjoys the most intimate
inner contact with you, so sublime, so highly personal, that it is even beyond
my comprehension—that mysterious communion of the Father fragment with
the human soul and with the mortal mind of its actual indwelling. Knowing
what you do of these gifts of God, you therefore know that the Father is in
intimate touch, not only with his divine associates, but also with his
evolutionary mortal children of time. The Father indeed abides on Paradise,
but his divine presence also dwells in the minds of men.

14:2.8 (155.2) Likewise does the Infinite Spirit draw all intellectual values
Paradiseward. Throughout the central universe the mind gravity of the
Infinite Spirit functions in liaison with the spirit gravity of the Eternal Son,
and these together constitute the combined urge of the ascendant souls to
find God, to attain Deity, to achieve Paradise, and to know the Father.

20:6.4 (229.3) When a bestowal Son has mastered the experience of living
the mortal life, when he has achieved perfection of attunement with his
indwelling Adjuster, thereupon he begins that part of his planetary mission
designed to illuminate the minds and to inspire the souls of his brethren in
the flesh.

34:5.4 (379.4) When mind is thus endowed with the ministry of the Holy
Spirit, it possesses the capacity for (consciously or unconsciously) choosing
the spiritual presence of the Universal Father—the Thought Adjuster. But it
is not until a bestowal Son has liberated the Spirit of Truth for planetary
ministry to all mortals that all normal minds are automatically prepared for
the reception of the Thought Adjusters. The Spirit of Truth works as one with
the presence of the spirit of the Divine Minister. This dual spirit liaison
hovers over the worlds, seeking to teach truth and to spiritually enlighten
the minds of men, to inspire the souls of the creatures of the ascending
races, and to lead the peoples dwelling on the evolutionary planets ever
towards their Paradise goal of divine destiny.

67:7.7 (761.6) Caligastia rebelled, Adam and Eve did default, but no mortal
subsequently born on Urantia has suffered in his personal spiritual
experience because of these blunders. Every mortal born on Urantia since
Caligastia’s rebellion has been in some manner time-penalized, but the
future welfare of such souls has never been in the least eternity-jeopardized.

89:10.1 (984.4) Ancient man only attained consciousness of favor with God
through sacrifice. Modern man must develop new techniques of achieving
the self-consciousness of salvation. The consciousness of sin persists in the
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mortal mind, but the thought patterns of salvation therefrom have become
outworn and antiquated. The reality of the spiritual need persists, but
intellectual progress has destroyed the olden ways of securing peace and
consolation for mind and soul.

99:1.3 (1086.6) Urantia society can never hope to settle down as in past
ages. The social ship has steamed out of the sheltered bays of established
tradition and has begun its cruise upon the high seas of evolutionary
destiny; and the soul of man, as never before in the world’s history, needs
carefully to scrutinize its charts of morality and painstakingly to observe the
compass of religious guidance. The paramount mission of religion as a social
influence is to stabilize the ideals of mankind during these dangerous times
of transition from one phase of civilization to another, from one level of
culture to another.

101:2.14 (1107.4) Your deepest nature—the divine Adjuster—creates within
you a hunger and thirst for righteousness, a certain craving for divine
perfection. Religion is the faith act of the recognition of this inner urge to
divine attainment; and thus is brought about that soul trust and assurance
of which you become conscious as the way of salvation, the technique of the
survival of personality and all those values which you have come to look
upon as being true and good.

101:3.4 (1108.3) Through religious faith the soul of man reveals itself and
demonstrates the potential divinity of its emerging nature by the
characteristic manner in which it induces the mortal personality to react to
certain trying intellectual and testing social situations. Genuine spiritual faith
(true moral consciousness) is revealed in that it:

101:3.5 (1108.4) 1. Causes ethics and morals to progress despite inherent
and adverse animalistic tendencies.

101:3.6 (1108.5) 2. Produces a sublime trust in the goodness of God even in
the face of bitter disappointment and crushing defeat.

101:3.7 (1108.6) 3. Generates profound courage and confidence despite
natural adversity and physical calamity.

101:3.8 (1108.7) 4. Exhibits inexplicable poise and sustaining tranquillity
notwithstanding baffling diseases and even acute physical suffering.

101:3.9 (1108.8) 5. Maintains a mysterious poise and composure of
personality in the face of maltreatment and the rankest injustice.

30



101:3.10 (1108.9) 6. Maintains a divine trust in ultimate victory in spite of
the cruelties of seemingly blind fate and the apparent utter indifference of
natural forces to human welfare.

101:3.11 (1108.10) 7. Persists in the unswerving belief in God despite all
contrary demonstrations of logic and successfully withstands all other
intellectual sophistries.

101:3.12 (1108.11) 8. Continues to exhibit undaunted faith in the soul’s
survival regardless of the deceptive teachings of false science and the
persuasive delusions of unsound philosophy.

102:6.5 (1124.7) Convictions about God may be arrived at through wise
reasoning, but the individual becomes God-knowing only by faith, through
personal experience. In much that pertains to life, probability must be
reckoned with, but when contacting with cosmic reality, certainty may be
experienced when such meanings and values are approached by living faith.
The God-knowing soul dares to say, “I know,” even when this knowledge of
God is questioned by the unbeliever who denies such certitude because it is
not wholly supported by intellectual logic. To every such doubter the believer
only replies, "How do you know that I do not know?”

110:6.5 (1209.5) The Adjusters are always near you and of you, but rarely
can they speak directly, as another being, to you. Circle by circle your
intellectual decisions, moral choosings, and spiritual development add to the
ability of the Adjuster to function in your mind; circle by circle you thereby
ascend from the lower stages of Adjuster association and mind attunement,
so that the Adjuster is increasingly enabled to register his picturizations of
destiny with augmenting vividness and conviction upon the evolving
consciousness of this God-seeking mind-soul.

110:6.9 (1210.4) 2. Soul evolution. The emergence of the
morontia soul indicates the extent and depth of circle mastery.

110:6.15 (1210.10) The first circle. The Adjuster cannot, ordinarily, speak
directly and immediately with you until you attain the first and final circle of
progressive mortal achievement. This level represents the highest possible
realization of mind-Adjuster relationship in the human experience prior to
the liberation of the evolving morontia soul from the habiliments of the
material body. Concerning mind, emotions, and cosmic insight, this
achievement of the first psychic circle is the nearest possible approach of
material mind and spirit Adjuster in human experience.
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110:6.16 (1211.1) Perhaps these psychic circles of mortal progression would
be better denominated cosmic levels—actual meaning grasps and value
realizations of progressive approach to the morontia consciousness of initial
relationship of the evolutionary soul with the emerging Supreme Being. And
it is this very relationship that makes it forever impossible fully to explain
the significance of the cosmic circles to the material mind. These circle
attainments are only relatively related to God-consciousness. A seventh or
sixth circler can be almost as truly God-knowing—sonship conscious—as a
second or first circler, but such lower circle beings are far less conscious of
experiential relation to the Supreme Being, universe citizenship. The
attainment of these cosmic circles will become a part of the ascenders’
experience on the mansion worlds if they fail of such achievement before
natural death.

111:1.1 (1216.2) Though the work of Adjusters is spiritual in nature, they
must, perforce, do all their work upon an intellectual foundation. Mind is the
human soil from which the spirit Monitor must evolve the morontia soul with
the co-operation of the indwelt personality.

111:1.2 (1216.3) There is a cosmic unity in the several mind levels of the
universe of universes. Intellectual selves have their origin in the cosmic mind
much as nebulae take origin in the cosmic energies of universe space. On
the human (hence personal) level of intellectual selves the potential of spirit
evolution becomes dominant, with the assent of the mortal mind, because of
the spiritual endowments of the human personality together with the
creative presence of an entity-point of absolute value in such human selves.
But such a spirit dominance of the material mind is conditioned upon two
experiences: This mind must have evolved up through the ministry of the
seven adjutant mind-spirits, and the material (personal) self must choose to
co-operate with the indwelling Adjuster in creating and fostering the
morontia self, the evolutionary and potentially immortal soul.

111:1.9 (1217.4) Mind is your ship, the Adjuster is your pilot, the human
will is captain. The master of the mortal vessel should have the wisdom to
trust the divine pilot to guide the ascending soul into the morontia harbors
of eternal survival. Only by selfishness, slothfulness, and sinfulness can the
will of man reject the guidance of such a loving pilot and eventually wreck
the mortal career upon the evil shoals of rejected mercy and upon the rocks
of embraced sin. With your consent, this faithful pilot will safely carry you
across the barriers of time and the handicaps of space to the very source of
the divine mind and on beyond, even to the Paradise Father of
Adjusters.111:2.2

111:2.2 (1217.6) The material mind of mortal man is the cosmic loom that
carries the morontia fabrics on which the indwelling Thought Adjuster
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threads the spirit patterns of a universe character of enduring values and
divine meanings—a surviving soul of ultimate destiny and unending career, a
potential finaliter.

111:3.7 (1219.6) In so far as man'’s evolving morontia soul becomes
permeated by truth, beauty, and goodness as the value-realization of God-
consciousness, such a resultant being becomes indestructible. If there is no
survival of eternal values in the evolving soul of man, then mortal existence
is without meaning, and life itself is a tragic illusion. But it is forever true:
What you begin in time you will assuredly finish in eternity—if it is worth
finishing.

112:3.3 (1230.1) 2. Intellectual (mind) death. When the vital circuits of
higher adjutant ministry are disrupted through the aberrations of intellect or
because of the partial destruction of the mechanism of the brain, and if
these conditions pass a certain critical point of irreparability, the indwelling
Adjuster is immediately released to depart for Divinington. On the universe
records a mortal personality is considered to have met with death whenever
the essential mind circuits of human will-action have been destroyed. And
again, this is death, irrespective of the continuing function of the living
mechanism of the physical body. The body minus the volitional mind is no
longer human, but according to the prior choosing of the human will,

the soul of such an individual may survive.

112:5.9 (1233.5) This does not mean that human beings are to enjoy a
second opportunity in the face of the rejection of a first, not at all. But it
does signify that all will creatures are to experience one true opportunity to
make one undoubted, self-conscious, and final choice. The sovereign Judges
of the universes will not deprive any being of personality status who has not
finally and fully made the eternal choice; the soul of man must and will be
given full and ample opportunity to reveal its true intent and real purpose.

112:6.4 (1236.2) But the meanings and values of the mortal mind have not
perished. Certain phases of mind are continued in the surviving soul; [...]

112:6.7 (1236.5) Mortal mind, prior to death, is self-consciously
independent of the Adjuster presence; adjutant mind needs only the
associated material-energy pattern to enable it to operate. But the
morontia soul, being superadjutant, does not retain self-consciousness
without the Adjuster when deprived of the material-mind mechanism. This
evolving soul does, however, possess a continuing character derived from
the decisions of its former associated adjutant mind, and this character
becomes active memory when the patterns thereof are energized by the
returning Adjuster.
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113:4.2 (1245.2) Mortal man, subject to Adjuster leading, is also amenable
to seraphic guidance. The Adjuster is the essence of man’s eternal nature;
the seraphim is the teacher of man’s evolving nature—in this life the mortal
mind, in the next the morontia soul. On the mansion worlds you will be
conscious and aware of seraphic instructors, but in the first life men are
usually unaware of them.

116:7.6 (1276.7) Man’s urge for Paradise perfection, his striving for God-
attainment, creates a genuine divinity tension in the living cosmos which can
only be resolved by the evolution of an immortal soul; this is what happens
in the experience of a single mortal creature. But when all creatures and all
Creators in the grand universe likewise strive for God-attainment and divine
perfection, there is built up a profound cosmic tension which can only find
resolution in the sublime synthesis of almighty power with the spirit person
of the evolving God of all creatures, the Supreme Being.

117:3.7 (1282.2) This is somewhat like the way in which the Supreme Being
expands. His sovereignty grows in and out of the acts and achievements of
the Supreme Creator Personalities; that is the evolution of the majesty of his
power as the ruler of the grand universe. His deity nature is likewise
dependent on the pre-existent unity of the Paradise Trinity. But there is still
another aspect to the evolution of God the Supreme: He is not only Creator-
evolved and Trinity-derived; he is also self-evolved and self-derived. God the
Supreme is himself a volitional, creative participant in his own deity
actualization. The human morontial soul is likewise a volitional, cocreative
partner in its own immortalization.

120:2.5 (1328.2) “5. As concerns the planet of your bestowal and the
immediate generation of men living thereon at the time of your mortal
sojourn, I counsel you to function largely in the role of a teacher. Give
attention, first, to the liberation and inspiration of man’s spiritual nature.
Next, illuminate the darkened human intellect, heal the souls of men, and
emancipate their minds from age-old fears. And then, in accordance with
your mortal wisdom, minister to the physical well-being and material
comfort of your brothers in the flesh. Live the ideal religious life for the
inspiration and edification of all your universe.

127:3.15 (1400.7) Jesus possessed the ability effectively to mobilize all his
powers of mind, soul, and body on the task immediately in hand. He could
concentrate his deep-thinking mind on the one problem which he wished to
solve, and this, in connection with his untiring patience, enabled him
serenely to endure the trials of a difficult mortal existence—to live as if he
were “seeing Him who is invisible.”
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130:4.10 (1435.2) Knowledge is the sphere of the material or fact-
discerning mind. Truth is the domain of the spiritually endowed intellect that
is conscious of knowing God. Knowledge is demonstrable; truth is
experienced. Knowledge is a possession of the mind; truth an experience of
the soul, the progressing self.

130:6.2 (1437.2) The young man was disinclined to talk, and so Jesus made
a second approach to his soul, saying: “I understand you come up in these
hills to get away from folks; so, of course, you do not want to talk with me,
but I would like to know whether you are familiar with these hills; do you
know the direction of the trails? and, perchance, could you inform me as to
the best route to Phenix?”

130:6.3 (1437.3) And then, forthwith, will this faith vanquish fear of men by
the compelling presence of that new and all-dominating /ove of your
fellows which will so soon fill your soul to overflowing because of the
consciousness which has been born in your heart that you are a child of God.

131:2.2 (1444.2) “Therefore shall you love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”

131:2.10 (1445.4) God is the health of my countenance and the joy of
my soul.

131:3.2 (1446.4) “Out of a pure heart shall gladness spring forth to the
Infinite; all my being shall be at peace with this supermortal rejoicing.
My soul is filled with content, and my heart overflows with the bliss of
peaceful trust. I have no fear; I am free from anxiety.

132:4.5 (1461.3) He talked with a Roman senator on politics and
statesmanship, and this one contact with Jesus made such an impression on
this legislator that he spent the rest of his life vainly trying to induce his
colleagues to change the course of the ruling policy from the idea of the
government supporting and feeding the people to that of the people
supporting the government. Jesus spent one evening with a wealthy
slaveholder, talked about man as a son of God, and the next day this man,
Claudius, gave freedom to one hundred and seventeen slaves. He visited at
dinner with a Greek physician, telling him that his patients had minds

and souls as well as bodies, and thus led this able doctor to attempt a more
far-reaching ministry to his fellow men.

132:7.2 (1466.2) “Ganid, the man was not hungry for truth. He was not
dissatisfied with himself. He was not ready to ask for help, and the eyes of
his mind were not open to receive light for the soul. That man was not ripe
for the harvest of salvation; he must be allowed more time for the trials and
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difficulties of life to prepare him for the reception of wisdom and higher
learning. Or, if we could have him live with us, we might by our lives show
him the Father in heaven, and thus would he become so attracted by our
lives as sons of God that he would be constrained to inquire about our
Father. You cannot reveal God to those who do not seek for him; you cannot
lead unwilling souls into the joys of salvation.

133:4.10 (1475.3) To the traveler from Britain he said: "My brother, I
perceive you are seeking for truth, and I suggest that the spirit of the Father
of all truth may chance to dwell within you. Did you ever sincerely endeavor
to talk with the spirit of your own soul? Such a thing is indeed difficult and
seldom yields consciousness of success; but every honest attempt of the
material mind to communicate with its indwelling spirit meets with certain
success, notwithstanding that the majority of all such magnificent human
experiences must long remain as superconscious registrations in the souls of
such God-knowing mortals.”

133:6.5 (1478.4) “The soul is the self-reflective, truth-discerning, and spirit-
perceiving part of man which forever elevates the human being above the
level of the animal world. Self-consciousness, in and of itself, is not the soul.
Moral self-consciousness is true human self-realization and constitutes the
foundation of the human soul, and the soul is that part of man which
represents the potential survival value of human experience. Moral choice
and spiritual attainment, the ability to know God and the urge to be like him,
are the characteristics of the soul. The soul of man cannot exist apart from
moral thinking and spiritual activity. A stagnant soul is a dying soul. But

the soul of man is distinct from the divine spirit which dwells within the
mind. The divine spirit arrives simultaneously with the first moral activity of
the human mind, and that is the occasion of the birth of the soul.

133:6.6 (1478.5) “The saving or losing of a soul has to do with whether or
not the moral consciousness attains survival status through eternal alliance
with its associated immortal spirit endowment. Salvation is the
spiritualization of the self-realization of the moral consciousness, which
thereby becomes possessed of survival value. All forms of soul conflict
consist in the lack of harmony between the moral, or spiritual, self-
consciousness and the purely intellectual self-consciousness.

133:7.12 (1480.4) The human mind does not well stand the conflict of
double allegiance. It is a severe strain on the soul to undergo the experience
of an effort to serve both good and evil. The supremely happy and efficiently
unified mind is the one wholly dedicated to the doing of the will of the Father
in heaven. Unresolved conflicts destroy unity and may terminate in mind
disruption. But the survival character of a soul is not fostered by attempting
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to secure peace of mind at any price, by the surrender of noble aspirations,
and by the compromise of spiritual ideals; rather is such peace attained by
the stalwart assertion of the triumph of that which is true, and this victory is
achieved in the overcoming of evil with the potent force of good.

137:1.6 (1525.3) After they had recited the details of their long search in
the hills, Jesus further instructed them: “You should learn to search for the
secret of the new kingdom in your hearts and not in the hills. That which you
sought was already present in your souls.

139:2.10 (1551.6) After his rash denials of the Master he found himself, and
with Andrew’s sympathetic and understanding guidance he again led the way
back to the fish nets.... When he was fully assured that Jesus had forgiven
him and knew he had been received back into the Master’s fold, the fires of
the kingdom burned so brightly within his soul that he became a great and
saving light to thousands who sat in darkness.

140:1.7 (1569.4) “And this which your eyes now behold, this small
beginning of twelve commonplace men, shall multiply and grow until
eventually the whole earth shall be filled with the praise of my Father. And it
will not be so much by the words you speak as by the lives you live that men
will know you have been with me and have learned of the realities of the
kingdom. And while I would lay no grievous burdens upon your minds, I am
about to put upon your souls the solemn responsibility of representing me in
the world when I shall presently leave you as I now represent my Father in
this life which I am living in the flesh.” And when he had finished speaking,
he stood up.

141:7.10 (1594.4) He announced that he had come to function as a teacher,
a teacher sent from heaven to present spiritual truth to the material mind....
Jesus spoke directly to men’s souls. He was a teacher of man’s spirit, but
through the mind. He lived with men.

146:3.1 (1641.3) At Ramah Jesus had the memorable discussion with the
aged Greek philosopher who taught that science and philosophy were
sufficient to satisfy the needs of human experience. Jesus listened with
patience and sympathy to this Greek teacher, allowing the truth of many
things he said but pointing out that, when he was through, he had failed in
his discussion of human existence to explain “whence, why, and whither,”
and added: “Where you leave off, we begin. Religion is a revelation to
man’s soul dealing with spiritual realities which the mind alone could never
discover or fully fathom.
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150:5.2 (1682.4) ‘My soul shall be joyful in the love of my God, for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation and has covered me with the robe
of his righteousness.’

152:6.4 (1705.4) Jesus taught the appeal to the emotions as the technique
of arresting and focusing the intellectual attention. He designated the mind
thus aroused and quickened as the gateway to the soul, where there resides
that spiritual nature of man which must recognize truth and respond to the
spiritual appeal of the gospel in order to afford the permanent results of true
character transformations.

153:1.3 (1708.2) The Master well knew that many of his followers were
slowly but surely preparing their minds finally to reject him. He likewise
knew that many of his disciples were slowly but certainly passing through
that training of mind and that discipline of soul which would enable them to
triumph over doubt and courageously to assert their full-fledged faith in the
gospel of the kingdom. Jesus fully understood how men prepare themselves
for the decisions of a crisis and the performance of sudden deeds of
courageous choosing by the slow process of the reiterated choosing between
the recurring situations of good and evil. He subjected his chosen
messengers to repeated rehearsals in disappointment and provided them
with frequent and testing opportunities for choosing between the right and
the wrong way of meeting spiritual trials. He knew he could depend on his
followers, when they met the final test, to make their vital decisions in
accordance with prior and habitual mental attitudes and spirit reactions.

156:5.18 (1740.5) As you grow older in years and more experienced in the
affairs of the kingdom, are you becoming more tactful in dealing with
troublesome mortals and more tolerant in living with stubborn associates?
Tact is the fulcrum of social leverage, and tolerance is the earmark of a
great soul. If you possess these rare and charming gifts, as the days pass
you will become more alert and expert in your worthy efforts to avoid all
unnecessary social misunderstandings. Such wise souls are able to avoid
much of the trouble which is certain to be the portion of all who suffer from
lack of emotional adjustment, those who refuse to grow up, and those who
refuse to grow old gracefully.

157:2.2 (1745.1) Even now you should begin to find deliverance from the
bondage of fear and doubt as you enter upon the living of the new life of
faith and hope. And when the feelings of service for your fellow men arise
within your soul, do not stifle them; when the emotions of love for your
neighbor well up within your heart, give expression to such urges of
affection in intelligent ministry to the real needs of your fellows.”
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159:3.12 (1766.8) When my children once become self-conscious of the
assurance of the divine presence, such a faith will expand the mind, ennoble
the soul, reinforce the personality, augment the happiness, deepen the spirit
perception, and enhance the power to love and be loved.

160:1.8 (1773.5) The wise and effective solution of any problem demands
that the mind shall be free from bias, passion, and all other purely personal
prejudices which might interfere with the disinterested survey of the actual
factors that go to make up the problem presenting itself for solution. The
solution of life problems requires courage and sincerity. Only honest and
brave individuals are able to follow valiantly through the perplexing and
confusing maze of living to where the logic of a fearless mind may lead. And
this emancipation of the mind and soul can never be effected without the
driving power of an intelligent enthusiasm which borders on religious zeal. It
requires the lure of a great ideal to drive man on in the pursuit of a goal
which is beset with difficult material problems and manifold intellectual
hazards.

164:1.1 (1809.3) In the course of the evening a certain lawyer, seeking to
entangle Jesus in a compromising disputation, said: “Teacher, I would like to
ask you just what I should do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered, “What
is written in the law and the prophets; how do you read the Scriptures?” The
lawyer, knowing the teachings of both Jesus and the Pharisees, answered:
“To love the Lord God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and your
neighbor as yourself.” Then said Jesus: “You have answered right; this, if
you really do, will lead to life everlasting.”

167:2.4 (1835.4) The next day all of the apostles engaged in the philosophic
exercise of endeavoring to interpret the meaning of this parable of the great
supper. Though Jesus listened with interest to all of these differing
interpretations, he steadfastly refused to offer them further help in
understanding the parable. He would only say, “Let every man find out the
meaning for himself and in his own soul.”

180:5.3 (1949.5) Intelligence grows out of a material existence which is
illuminated by the presence of the cosmic mind. Wisdom comprises the
consciousness of knowledge elevated to new levels of meaning and activated
by the presence of the universe endowment of the adjutant of wisdom. Truth
is a spiritual reality value experienced only by spirit-endowed beings who
function upon supermaterial levels of universe consciousness, and who, after
the realization of truth, permit its spirit of activation to live and reign within
their souls.
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181:1.8 (1954.5) The peace which Michael gives his children on earth is that
very peace which filled his own soul when he himself lived the mortal life in
the flesh and on this very world. The peace of Jesus is the joy and
satisfaction of a God-knowing individual who has achieved the triumph of
learning fully how to do the will of God while living the mortal life in the
flesh. The peace of Jesus’ mind was founded on an absolute human faith in
the actuality of the divine Father’s wise and sympathetic overcare.

181:2.24 (1961.3) “I have taught you much by word of mouth, and I have
lived my life among you. I have done all that can be done to enlighten your
minds and liberate your souls, and what you have not been able to get from
my teachings and my life, you must now prepare to acquire at the hand of
that master of all teachers—actual experience. And in all of this new
experience which now awaits you, I will go before you and the Spirit of Truth
shall be with you. Fear not; that which you now fail to comprehend, the new
teacher, when he has come, will reveal to you throughout the remainder of
your life on earth and on through your training in the eternal ages.”

196:3.34 (2097.2) The great challenge to modern man is to achieve better
communication with the divine Monitor that dwells within the human mind.
Man’s greatest adventure in the flesh consists in the well-balanced and sane
effort to advance the borders of self-consciousness out through the dim
realms of embryonic soul-consciousness in a wholehearted effort to reach
the borderland of spirit-consciousness—contact with the divine presence.
Such an experience constitutes God-consciousness, an experience mightily
confirmative of the pre-existent truth of the religious experience of knowing
God. Such spirit-consciousness is the equivalent of the knowledge of the
actuality of sonship with God. Otherwise, the assurance of sonship is the
experience of faith.
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Topic 4: Your Father on Paradise Is the Destiny of Your
Soul

5:1.7 (63.5) Man is spiritually indwelt by a surviving Thought Adjuster. If
such a human mind is sincerely and spiritually motivated, if such a human
soul desires to know God and become like him, honestly wants to do the
Father’s will, there exists no negative influence of mortal deprivation nor
positive power of possible interference which can prevent such a divinely
motivated soul from securely ascending to the portals of Paradise.

10:4.7 (113.1) As a mortal in the flesh you should view the Trinity in
accordance with your individual enlightenment and in harmony with the
reactions of your mind and soul. You can know very little of the absoluteness
of the Trinity, but as you ascend Paradiseward, you will many times
experience astonishment at successive revelations and unexpected
discoveries of Trinity supremacy and ultimacy, if not of absoluteness.

11:9.8 (127.6) After all, to mortals the most important thing about eternal
Paradise is the fact that this perfect abode of the Universal Father is the real
and far-distant destiny of the immortal souls of the mortal and material sons
of God, the ascending creatures of the evolutionary worlds of time and
space. Every God-knowing mortal who has espoused the career of doing the
Father’s will has already embarked upon the long, long Paradise trail of
divinity pursuit and perfection attainment. And when such an animal-origin
being does stand, as countless numbers now do, before the Gods on
Paradise, having ascended from the lowly spheres of space, such an
achievement represents the reality of a spiritual transformation bordering on
the limits of supremacy.

13:1.22 (147.3) The secrets of Ascendington include the mystery of the
gradual and certain building up in the material and mortal mind of a spiritual
and potentially immortal counterpart of character and identity. This
phenomenon constitutes one of the most perplexing mysteries of the
universes—the evolution of an immortal soul within the mind of a mortal and
material creature.

13:1.23 (147.4) You will never fully understand this mysterious transaction
until you reach Ascendington. And that is just why all Ascendington will be
open to your wondering gaze. One seventh of Ascendington is forbidden to
me—that sector concerned with this very secret which is (or will be) the
exclusive experience and possession of your type of being. This experience
belongs to your human order of existence. My order of personality is not
directly concerned with such transactions. It is therefore forbidden to me
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and eventually revealed to you. But even after it is revealed to you, for
some reason it forever remains your secret. You do not reveal it to us nor to
any other order of beings. We know about the eternal fusion of a divine
Adjuster and an immortal soul of human origin, but the ascendant finaliters
know this very experience as an absolute reality.

14:2.9 (155.3) Havona is a spiritually perfect and physically stable universe.
The control and balanced stability of the central universe appear to be
perfect. Everything physical or spiritual is perfectly predictable, but mind
phenomena and personality volition are not. We do infer that sin can be
reckoned as impossible of occurrence, but we do this on the ground that the
native freewill creatures of Havona have never been guilty of transgressing
the will of Deity. Through all eternity these supernal beings have been
consistently loyal to the Eternals of Days. Neither has sin appeared in any
creature who has entered Havona as a pilgrim. There has never been an
instance of misconduct by any creature of any group of personalities ever
created in, or admitted to, the central Havona universe. So perfect and so
divine are the methods and means of selection in the universes of time that
never in the records of Havona has an error occurred; no mistakes have
ever been made; no ascendant soul has ever been prematurely admitted to
the central universe.

26:7.4 (293.2) When an ascendant soul actually starts for Paradise, he is
accompanied only by the transit trio: the superaphic circle associate, the
Graduate Guide, and the ever-present servital associate of the latter. These
excursions from the Havona circles to Paradise are trial trips; the ascenders
are not yet of Paradise status. They do not achieve residential status on
Paradise until they have passed through the terminal rest of time
subsequent to the attainment of the Universal Father and the final clearance
of the Havona circuits. Not until after the divine rest do they partake of the
“essence of divinity” and the “spirit of supremacy” and thus really begin to
function in the circle of eternity and in the presence of the Trinity.

26:9.1 (294.5) When the pilgrim soul attains the third circle of Havona, he
comes under the tutelage of the Father Guides, the older, highly skilled, and
most experienced of the superaphic ministers. On the worlds of this circuit
the Father Guides maintain schools of wisdom and colleges of technique
wherein all the beings inhabiting the central universe serve as teachers.
Nothing is neglected which would be of service to a creature of time in this
transcendent adventure of eternity attainment.

31:0.13 (346.1) The finaliters maintain their own headquarters on Paradise,
in the superuniverses, in the local universes, and on all the divisional
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capitals. They are a separate order of evolutionary creation. We do not
directly manage them or control them, and yet they are absolutely loyal and
always co-operative with all our plans. They are indeed the accumulating
tried and true souls of time and space—the evolutionary salt of the
universe—and they are forever proof against evil and secure against sin.

34:6.3 (380.4) From the heights of eternal glory the divine Spirit descends,
by a long series of steps, to meet you as you are and where you are and
then, in the partnership of faith, lovingly to embrace the soul of mortal origin
and to embark on the sure and certain retracement of those steps of
condescension, never stopping until the evolutionary soul is safely exalted to
the very heights of bliss from which the divine Spirit originally sallied forth
on this mission of mercy and ministry.

47:2.8 (532.6) But if they choose the Paradise path of perfection, they are
immediately made ready for translation to the first mansion world, where
many of them arrive in time to join their parents in the Havona ascent. After
passing through Havona and attaining the Deities, these salvaged souls of
mortal origin constitute the permanent ascendant citizenship of Paradise.
These children who have been deprived of the valuable and essential
evolutionary experience on the worlds of mortal nativity are not mustered
into the Corps of the Finality.

47:8.4 (538.2) The union of the evolving immortal soul with the eternal and
divine Adjuster is signalized by the seraphic summoning of the supervising
superangel for resurrected survivors and of the archangel of record for those
going to judgment on the third day; and then, in the presence of such a
survivor’s morontia associates, these messengers of confirmation speak:
“This is a beloved son in whom I am well pleased.” This simple ceremony
marks the entrance of an ascending mortal upon the eternal career of
Paradise service.

111:7.5 (1223.7) “Much of my difficulty was due to the unending conflict
between the two natures of my subject: the urge of ambition opposed by
animal indolence; the ideals of a superior people crossed by the instincts of
an inferior race; the high purposes of a great mind antagonized by the urge
of a primitive inheritance; the long-distance view of a far-seeing Monitor
counteracted by the nearsightedness of a creature of time; the progressive
plans of an ascending being modified by the desires and longings of a
material nature; the flashes of universe intelligence cancelled by the
chemical-energy mandates of the evolving race; the urge of angels opposed
by the emotions of an animal; the training of an intellect annulled by the
tendencies of instinct; the experience of the individual opposed by the
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accumulated propensities of the race; the aims of the best overshadowed by
the drift of the worst; the flight of genius neutralized by the gravity of
mediocrity; the progress of the good retarded by the inertia of the bad; the
art of the beautiful besmirched by the presence of evil; the buoyancy of
health neutralized by the debility of disease; the fountain of faith polluted by
the poisons of fear; the spring of joy embittered by the waters of sorrow;
the gladness of anticipation disillusioned by the bitterness of realization; the
joys of living ever threatened by the sorrows of death. Such a life on such a
planet! And yet, because of the ever-present help and urge of the Thought
Adjuster, this soul did achieve a fair degree of happiness and success and
has even now ascended to the judgment halls of mansonia.”

112:2.20 (1229.7) The material self, the ego-entity of human identity, is
dependent during the physical life on the continuing function of the material
life vehicle, on the continued existence of the unbalanced equilibrium of
energies and intellect which, on Urantia, has been given the name Jife. But
selfhood of survival value, selfhood that can transcend the experience of
death, is only evolved by establishing a potential transfer of the seat of the
identity of the evolving personality from the transient life vehicle—the
material body—to the more enduring and immortal nature of the

morontia soul and on beyond to those levels whereon the soul becomes
infused with, and eventually attains the status of, spirit reality. This actual
transfer from material association to morontia identification is effected by
the sincerity, persistence, and steadfastness of the God-seeking decisions of
the human creature.

112:3.2 (1229.9) 1. Spiritual (soul) death. If and when mortal man has
finally rejected survival, when he has been pronounced spiritually insolvent,
morontially bankrupt, in the conjoint opinion of the Adjuster and the
surviving seraphim, when such co-ordinate advice has been recorded on
Uversa, and after the Censors and their reflective associates have verified
these findings, thereupon do the rulers of Orvonton order the immediate
release of the indwelling Monitor. But this release of the Adjuster in no way
affects the duties of the personal or group seraphim concerned with that
Adjuster-abandoned individual. This kind of death is final in its significance
irrespective of the temporary continuation of the living energies of the
physical and mind mechanisms. From the cosmic standpoint the mortal is
already dead; the continuing life merely indicates the persistence of the
material momentum of cosmic energies.

112:3.5 (1230.3) After death the material body returns to the elemental
world from which it was derived, but two nonmaterial factors of surviving
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personality persist: The pre-existent Thought Adjuster, with the memory
transcription of the mortal career, proceeds to Divinington; and there also
remains, in the custody of the destiny guardian, the immortal

morontia soul of the deceased human. These phases and forms of soul,
these once kinetic but now static formulas of identity, are essential to
repersonalization on the morontia worlds; and it is the reunion of the
Adjuster and the soul that reassembles the surviving personality, that
reconsciousizes you at the time of the morontia awakening.

112:4.12 (1231.12) If, when death overtakes you, you have attained the
third circle or a higher realm and therefore have had assigned to you a
personal guardian of destiny, and if the final transcript of the summary of
survival character submitted by the Adjuster is unconditionally certified by
the destiny guardian—if both seraphim and Adjuster essentially agree in
every item of their life records and recommendations—if the Universal
Censors and their reflective associates on Uversa confirm this data and do so
without equivocation or reservation, in that event the Ancients of Days flash
forth the mandate of advanced standing over the communication circuits to
Salvington, and, thus released, the tribunals of the Sovereign of Nebadon
will decree the immediate passage of the surviving soul to the resurrection
halls of the mansion worlds.

112:6.9 (1237.1) The soul of survival value faithfully reflects both the
qualitative and the quantitative actions and motivations of the material
intellect, the former seat of the identity of selfhood. In the choosing of truth,
beauty, and goodness, the mortal mind enters upon its premorontia universe
career under the tutelage of the seven adjutant mind-spirits unified under
the direction of the spirit of wisdom. Subsequently, upon the completion of
the seven circles of premorontia attainment, the superimposition of the
endowment of morontia mind upon adjutant mind initiates the prespiritual or
morontia career of local universe progression.

112:7.9 (1238.4) Has the triumphant Adjuster won personality by the
magnificent service to humanity, or has the valiant human acquired
immortality through sincere efforts to achieve Adjusterlikeness? It is neither;
but they together have achieved the evolution of a member of one of the
unique orders of the ascending personalities of the Supreme, one who will
ever be found serviceable, faithful, and efficient, a candidate for further
growth and development, ever ranging upward and never ceasing the
supernal ascent until the seven circuits of Havona have been traversed and
the onetime soul of earthly origin stands in worshipful recognition of the
actual personality of the Father on Paradise.
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117:5.11 (1287.2) Even the experience of man and Adjuster must find echo
in the divinity of God the Supreme, for, as the Adjusters experience, they
are like the Supreme, and the evolving soul of mortal man is created out of
the pre-existent possibility for such experience within the Supreme.

117:6.5 (1288.4) The morontia soul of an evolving mortal is really the son of
the Adjuster action of the Universal Father and the child of the cosmic
reaction of the Supreme Being, the Universal Mother. The mother influence
dominates the human personality throughout the local universe childhood of
the growing soul. The influence of the Deity parents becomes more equal
after the Adjuster fusion and during the superuniverse career, but when the
creatures of time begin the traversal of the central universe of eternity, the
Father nature becomes increasingly manifest, attaining its height of finite
manifestation upon the recognition of the Universal Father and the

admission into the Corps of the Finality.

131:1.9 (1443.5) “If the faith of the Most High has entered your heart, then
shall you abide free from fear throughout all the days of your life. Fret not
yourself because of the prosperity of the ungodly; fear not those who plot
evil; let the soul turn away from sin and put your whole trust in the God of
salvation. The weary soul of the wandering mortal finds eternal rest in the
arms of the Most High; the wise man hungers for the divine embrace; the
earth child longs for the security of the arms of the Universal Father. The
noble man seeks for that high estate wherein the soul of the mortal blends
with the spirit of the Supreme.

131:4.2 (1448.1) “He is the great God, in every way supreme. He is the
Lord who encompasses all things. He is the creator and controller of the
universe of universes. God is one God; he is alone and by himself; he is the
only one. And this one God is our Maker and the last destiny of the soul.

131:6.2 (1450.6) "We are assured of the life hereafter if we know truth.
The soul of man may ascend to the highest heaven, there to develop its true
spiritual nature, to attain perfection.

132:3.6 (1459.6) Faith acts to release the superhuman activities of the
divine spark, the immortal germ, that lives within the mind of man, and
which is the potential of eternal survival. Plants and animals survive in time
by the technique of passing on from one generation to another identical
particles of themselves. The human soul (personality) of man survives
mortal death by identity association with this indwelling spark of divinity,
which is immortal, and which functions to perpetuate the human personality
upon a continuing and higher level of progressive universe existence. The
concealed seed of the human soul is an immortal spirit. The second
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generation of the soul is the first of a succession of personality
manifestations of spiritual and progressing existences, terminating only
when this divine entity attains the source of its existence, the personal
source of all existence, God, the Universal Father.

132:3.7 (1459.7) Human life continues—survives—because it has a universe
function, the task of finding God. The faith-activated soul of man cannot stop
short of the attainment of this goal of destiny; and when it does once
achieve this divine goal, it can never end because it has become like God—
eternal.

133:4.12 (1475.5) The fact that your error carries with it the death penalty
imposed by man does not prejudice the chance of your soul to obtain justice
and enjoy mercy before the heavenly courts.”

167:7.6 (1841.5) “Also are these angels very much concerned with the
means whereby man’s spirit is released from the tabernacles of the flesh and
his soul escorted to the mansions in heaven. Angels are the sure and
heavenly guides of the soul of man during that uncharted and indefinite
period of time which intervenes between the death of the flesh and the new
life in the spirit abodes.”
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Topic 5: Your Soul Grows As You Do the Father’s Will

1:2.3 (24.1) The actuality of the existence of God is demonstrated in human
experience by the indwelling of the divine presence, the spirit Monitor sent
from Paradise to live in the mortal mind of man and there to assist in
evolving the immortal soul of eternal survival.

1:3.6 (25.6) In the universes God the Father is, in potential, the
overcontroller of matter, mind, and spirit. Only by means of his far-flung
personality circuit does God deal directly with the personalities of his vast
creation of will creatures, but he is contactable (outside of Paradise) only in
the presences of his fragmented entities, the will of God abroad in the
universes. This Paradise spirit that indwells the minds of the mortals of time
and there fosters the evolution of the immortal soul of the surviving creature
is of the nature and divinity of the Universal Father. But the minds of such
evolutionary creatures originate in the local universes and must gain divine
perfection by achieving those experiential transformations of spiritual
attainment which are the inevitable result of a creature’s choosing to do the
will of the Father in heaven.

2:5.10 (40.2) But the love of God is an intelligent and farseeing parental
affection. The divine love functions in unified association with divine wisdom
and all other infinite characteristics of the perfect nature of the Universal
Father. God is love, but love is not God. The greatest manifestation of the
divine love for mortal beings is observed in the bestowal of the Thought
Adjusters, but your greatest revelation of the Father’s love is seen in the
bestowal life of his Son Michael as he lived on earth the ideal spiritual life. It
is the indwelling Adjuster who individualizes the love of God to each human
soul.

5:1.3 (63.1) Although the approach to the Paradise presence of the Father
must await your attainment of the highest finite levels of spirit progression,
you should rejoice in the recognition of the ever-present possibility of
immediate communion with the bestowal spirit of the Father so intimately
associated with your inner soul and your spiritualizing self.

5:5.13 (69.8) Eternal survival of personality is wholly dependent on the
choosing of the mortal mind, whose decisions determine the survival
potential of the immortal soul. When the mind believes God and the soul
knows God, and when, with the fostering Adjuster, they all desire God, then
is survival assured. Limitations of intellect, curtailment of education,
deprivation of culture, impoverishment of social status, even inferiority of
the human standards of morality resulting from the unfortunate lack of

48



educational, cultural, and social advantages, cannot invalidate the presence
of the divine spirit in such unfortunate and humanly handicapped but
believing individuals. The indwelling of the Mystery Monitor constitutes the
inception and insures the possibility of the potential of growth and survival
of the immortal soul.

30:1.99 (333.7) God, as a superperson, eventuates; God, as a person,
creates; God, as a preperson, fragments; and such an Adjuster fragment of
himself evolves the spirit soul upon the material and mortal mind in
accordance with the freewill choosing of the personality which has been
bestowed upon such a mortal creature by the parental act of God as a
Father.

30:4.15 (341.5) The physical body of mortal flesh is not a part of the
reassembly of the sleeping survivor; the physical body has returned to dust.
The seraphim of assignment sponsors the new body, the morontia form, as
the new life vehicle for the immortal soul and for the indwelling of the
returned Adjuster. The Adjuster is the custodian of the spirit transcript of the
mind of the sleeping survivor. The assigned seraphim is the keeper of the
surviving identity—the immortal soul—as far as it has evolved. And when
these two, the Adjuster and the seraphim, reunite their personality trusts,
the new individual constitutes the resurrection of the old personality, the
survival of the evolving morontia identity of the soul. Such a reassociation
of soul and Adjuster is quite properly called a resurrection, a reassembly of
personality factors; but even this does not entirely explain the reappearance
of the surviving personality. Though you will probably never understand the
fact of such an inexplicable transaction, you will sometime experientially
know the truth of it if you do not reject the plan of mortal survival.

31:2.4 (347.3) Gravity Messengers and glorified mortal finaliters achieve a
touching and profound affection for one another; they have much in
common: One is a direct personalization of a fragment of the Universal
Father, the other a creature personality existent in the surviving

immortal soul fused with a fragment of the same Universal Father, the spirit
Thought Adjuster.

32:3.4 (360.6) With the exception of the deity presence of the Father, every
local universe is, in a certain sense, a duplication of the administrative
organization of the central or pattern creation. Although the Universal Father
is personally present in the residential universe, he does not indwell the
minds of the beings originating in that universe as he does literally dwell
with the souls of the mortals of time and space.
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37:5.1 (410.4) The High Commissioners are Spirit-fused ascendant mortals;
they are not Adjuster fused. You quite well understand about the universe-
ascension career of a mortal candidate for Adjuster fusion, that being the
high destiny in prospect for all Urantia mortals since the bestowal of Christ
Michael. But this is not the exclusive destiny of all mortals in the
prebestowal ages of worlds like yours, and there is another type of world
whose inhabitants are never permanently indwelt by Thought Adjusters.
Such mortals are never permanently joined in union with a Mystery Monitor
of Paradise bestowal; nevertheless, the Adjusters do transiently indwell
them, serving as guides and patterns for the duration of the life in the flesh.
During this temporary sojourn they foster the evolution of an immortal

soul just as in those beings with whom they hope to fuse, but when the
mortal race is run, they take eternal leave of the creatures of temporary
association.

40:5.3 (445.4) God the Father does not, cannot, thus downstep himself to
make such near personal contact with the almost limitless number of
ascending creatures throughout the universe of universes. But the Father is
not deprived of personal contact with his lowly creatures; you are not
without the divine presence. Although God the Father cannot be with you by
direct personality manifestation, he is in you and of you in the identity of the
indwelling Thought Adjusters, the divine Monitors. Thus does the Father,
who is the farthest from you in personality and in spirit, draw the nearest to
you in the personality circuit and in the spirit touch of inner communion with
the very souls of his mortal sons and daughters.

40:6.1 (447.5) The mortal races stand as the representatives of the lowest
order of intelligent and personal creation. You mortals are divinely beloved,
and every one of you may choose to accept the certain destiny of a glorious
experience, but you are not yet by nature of the divine order; you are wholly
mortal. You will be reckoned as ascending sons the instant fusion takes
place, but the status of the mortals of time and space is that of faith sons
prior to the event of the final amalgamation of the surviving mortal soul with
some type of eternal and immortal spirit.

40:7.1 (448.8) The sending of Adjusters, their indwelling, is indeed one of
the unfathomable mysteries of God the Father. These fragments of the
divine nature of the Universal Father carry with them the potential of
creature immortality. Adjusters are immortal spirits, and union with them
confers eternal life upon the soul of the fused mortal.

50



40:9.2 (450.4) The fact that these types of mortal creatures are not
Adjuster-fusion candidates does not prevent the Adjusters from indwelling
them during the life in the flesh. Adjusters do work in the minds of such
beings during the span of material life but never become everlastingly one
with their pupil souls. During this temporary sojourn the Adjusters
effectively build up the same spirit counterpart of mortal nature—the soul—
that they do in the candidates for Adjuster fusion. Up to the time of mortal
death the work of the Adjusters is wholly akin to their function in your own
races, but upon mortal dissolution the Adjusters take eternal leave of these
Spirit-fusion candidates and, proceeding directly to Divinington, the
headquarters of all divine Monitors, there await the new assignments of their
order.

40:9.6 (451.2) When a Spirit-fused mortal is told about the events of the
unremembered past experience, there is an immediate response of
experiential recognition within the soul (identity) of such a survivor which
instantly invests the narrated event with the emotional tinge of reality and
with the intellectual quality of fact; and this dual response constitutes the
reconstruction, recognition, and validation of an unremembered facet of
mortal experience.

40:9.7 (451.3) Even with Adjuster-fusion candidates, only those human
experiences which were of spiritual value are common possessions of the
surviving mortal and the returning Adjuster and hence are immediately
remembered subsequent to mortal survival. Concerning those happenings
which were not of spiritual significance, even these Adjuster-fusers must
depend upon the attribute of recognition-response in the surviving soul. And
since any one event may have a spiritual connotation to one mortal but not
to another, it becomes possible for a group of contemporary ascenders from
the same planet to pool their store of Adjuster-remembered events and thus
to reconstruct any experience which they had in common, and which was of
spiritual value in the life of any one of them.

49:4.9 (565.1) But mortal mind without immortal spirit cannot survive. The
mind of man is mortal; only the bestowed spirit is immortal. Survival is
dependent on spiritualization by the ministry of the Adjuster—on the birth
and evolution of the immortal soul; at least, there must not have developed
an antagonism towards the Adjuster’s mission of effecting the spiritual
transformation of the material mind.
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49:6.9 (569.4) Throughout the earlier ages of an evolutionary world, few
mortals go to judgment on the third day. But as the ages pass, more and
more the personal guardians of destiny are assigned to the advancing
mortals, and thus increasing numbers of these evolving creatures are
repersonalized on the first mansion world on the third day after natural
death. On such occasions the return of the Adjuster signalizes the awakening
of the human soul, and this is the repersonalization of the dead just as
literally as when the en masse roll is called at the end of a dispensation on
the evolutionary worlds.

55:2.3 (623.3) Farther along in the era of light and life the midway
creatures or their associates sense the approaching status of probable soul-
Adjuster union and signify this to the destiny guardians, who in turn
communicate these matters to the finaliter group under whose jurisdiction
this mortal may be functioning; then there is issued the summons of the
Planetary Sovereign for such a mortal to resign all planetary duties, bid
farewell to the world of his origin, and repair to the inner temple of the
Planetary Sovereign, there to await morontia transit, the translation flash,
from the material domain of evolution to the morontia level of prespirit
progression.

55:2.6 (623.6) The souls of these progressing mortals are increasingly filled
with faith, hope, and assurance. The spirit permeating those gathered
around the translation shrine resembles that of the joyful friends and
relatives who might assemble at a graduating exercise for one of their
group, or who might come together to witness the conferring of some great
honor upon one of their number. And it would be decidedly helpful if less
advanced mortals could only learn to view natural death with something of
this same cheerfulness and lightheartedness.

100:2.7 (1096.4) Jesus portrayed the profound surety of the God-knowing
mortal when he said: “To a God-knowing kingdom believer, what does it
matter if all things earthly crash?” Temporal securities are vulnerable, but
spiritual sureties are impregnable. When the flood tides of human adversity,
selfishness, cruelty, hate, malice, and jealousy beat about the mortal soul,
you may rest in the assurance that there is one inner bastion, the citadel of
the spirit, which is absolutely unassailable; at least this is true of every
human being who has dedicated the keeping of his soul to the indwelling
spirit of the eternal God.

102:1.6 (1119.5) The indwelling Thought Adjuster unfailingly arouses in
man’s soul a true and searching hunger for perfection together with a far-
reaching curiosity which can be adequately satisfied only by communion with
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God, the divine source of that Adjuster. The hungry soul of man refuses to
be satisfied with anything less than the personal realization of the living God.
Whatever more God may be than a high and perfect moral personality, he
cannot, in our hungry and finite concept, be anything less.

103:5.8 (1134.6) It is fatal to man’s idealism when he is taught that all of
his altruistic impulses are merely the development of his natural herd
instincts. But he is ennobled and mightily energized when he learns that
these higher urges of his soul emanate from the spiritual forces that indwell
his mortal mind.

104:3.3 (1146.5) In some manner the eternal repleteness of infinity must be
reconciled with the time-growth of the evolving universes and with the
incompleteness of the experiential inhabitants thereof. In some way the
conception of total infinitude must be so segmented and qualified that the
mortal intellect and the morontia soul can grasp this concept of final value
and spiritualizing significance.

107:0.2 (1176.2) The Adjusters are the actuality of the Father’s love
incarnate in the souls of men; they are the veritable promise of man’s
eternal career imprisoned within the mortal mind; they are the essence of
man’s perfected finaliter personality, which he can foretaste in time as he
progressively masters the divine technique of achieving the living of the
Father’s will, step by step, through the ascension of universe upon universe
until he actually attains the divine presence of his Paradise Father.

107:0.4 (1176.4) Any mortal who has seen a Creator Son has seen the
Universal Father, and he who is indwelt by a divine Adjuster is indwelt by the
Paradise Father. Every mortal who is consciously or unconsciously following
the leading of his indwelling Adjuster is living in accordance with the will of
God. Consciousness of Adjuster presence is consciousness of God’s

presence. Eternal fusion of the Adjuster with the evolutionary soul of man is
the factual experience of eternal union with God as a universe associate of
Deity.

107:4.2 (1180.5) The actual source of the Adjuster must be infinite, and
before fusion with the immortal soul of an evolving mortal, the reality of the
Adjuster must border on absoluteness. Adjusters are not absolutes in the
universal sense, in the Deity sense, but they are probably true absolutes
within the potentialities of their fragmented nature. They are qualified as to
universality but not as to nature; in extensiveness they are limited, but in
intensiveness of meaning, value, and fact they are absolute. For this reason
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we sometimes denominate the divine gifts as the qualified absolute
fragments of the Father.

107:5.5 (1182.1) When a Thought Adjuster is fused with the evolving
immortal morontia soul of the surviving human, the mind of the Adjuster can
only be identified as persisting apart from the creature’s mind until the
ascending mortal attains spirit levels of universe progression.

108:1.5 (1186.3) 2. Spiritual perception. The prospects of reverential
development, the birth and growth of the religious nature. What is the
potential of soul, the probable spiritual capacity of receptivity?

108:1.6 (1186.4) 3. Combined intellectual and spiritual powers. The degree
to which these two endowments may possibly be associated, combined, so
as to produce strength of human character and contribute to the certain
evolution of an immortal soul of survival value.

109:1.4 (1196.1) Adjusters pass through a definite developmental career in
the mortal mind; they achieve a reality of attainment which is eternally
theirs. They progressively acquire Adjuster skill and ability as a result of any
and all contacts with the material races, regardless of the survival or
nonsurvival of their particular mortal subjects. They are also equal partners
of the human mind in fostering the evolution of the immortal soul of survival
capacity.

109:1.5 (1196.2) The first stage of Adjuster evolution is attained in fusion
with the surviving soul of a mortal being. Thus, while you are in nature
evolving inward and upward from man to God, the Adjusters are in nature
evolving outward and downward from God to man; and so will the final
product of this union of divinity and humanity eternally be the son of man
and the son of God.

109:2.11 (1197.2) The superacting Adjusters are those who have achieved
the conquest of their intrusted tasks and only await the dissolution of the
material-life vehicle or the translation of the immortal soul.

109:5.5 (1199.6) While the hereditary legacy of cerebral endowment and
that of electrochemical overcontrol both operate to delimit the sphere of
efficient Adjuster activity, no hereditary handicap (in normal minds) ever
prevents eventual spiritual achievement. Heredity may interfere with the
rate of personality conquest, but it does not prevent eventual consummation
of the ascendant adventure. If you will co-operate with your Adjuster, the
divine gift will, sooner or later, evolve the immortal morontia soul and,
subsequent to fusion therewith, will present the new creature to the
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sovereign Master Son of the local universe and eventually to the Father of
Adjusters on Paradise.

110:1.2 (1203.4) I wish it were possible for me to help evolving mortals to
achieve a better understanding and attain a fuller appreciation of the
unselfish and superb work of the Adjusters living within them, who are so
devoutly faithful to the task of fostering man’s spiritual welfare. These
Monitors are efficient ministers to the higher phases of men’s minds; they
are wise and experienced manipulators of the spiritual potential of the
human intellect. These heavenly helpers are dedicated to the stupendous
task of guiding you safely inward and upward to the celestial haven of
happiness. These tireless toilers are consecrated to the future personification
of the triumph of divine truth in your life everlasting. They are the watchful
workers who pilot the God-conscious human mind away from the shoals of
evil while expertly guiding the evolving soul of man toward the divine
harbors of perfection on far-distant and eternal shores. The Adjusters are
loving leaders, your safe and sure guides through the dark and uncertain
mazes of your short earthly career; they are the patient teachers who so
constantly urge their subjects forward in the paths of progressive perfection.
They are the careful custodians of the sublime values of creature character. I
wish you could love them more, co-operate with them more fully, and
cherish them more affectionately.

110:1.4 (1204.2) Adjusters are interested in, and concerned with, your daily
doings and the manifold details of your life just to the extent that these are
influential in the determination of your significant temporal choices and vital
spiritual decisions and, hence, are factors in the solution of your problem

of soul survival and eternal progress. The Adjuster, while passive regarding
purely temporal welfare, is divinely active concerning all the affairs of your
eternal future.

110:1.5 (1204.3) The Adjuster remains with you in all disaster and through
every sickness which does not wholly destroy the mentality. But how unkind
knowingly to defile or otherwise deliberately to pollute the physical body,
which must serve as the earthly tabernacle of this marvelous gift from God.
All physical poisons greatly retard the efforts of the Adjuster to exalt the
material mind, while the mental poisons of fear, anger, envy, jealousy,
suspicion, and intolerance likewise tremendously interfere with the spiritual
progress of the evolving soul.

110:1.6 (1204.4) Today you are passing through the period of the courtship
of your Adjuster; and if you only prove faithful to the trust reposed in you by
the divine spirit who seeks your mind and soul in eternal union, there will
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eventually ensue that morontia oneness, that supernal harmony, that cosmic
co-ordination, that divine attunement, that celestial fusion, that never-
ending blending of identity, that oneness of being which is so perfect and
final that even the most experienced personalities can never segregate or
recognize as separate identities the fusion partners—mortal man and divine
Adjuster.

110:3.5 (1206.3) Confusion, being puzzled, even sometimes discouraged
and distracted, does not necessarily signify resistance to the leadings of the
indwelling Adjuster. Such attitudes may sometimes connote lack of active
co-operation with the divine Monitor and may, therefore, somewhat delay
spiritual progress, but such intellectual emotional difficulties do not in the
least interfere with the certain survival of the God-knowing soul. Ignorance
alone can never prevent survival; neither can confusional doubts nor fearful
uncertainty. Only conscious resistance to the Adjuster’s leading can prevent
the survival of the evolving immortal soul.

110:4.2 (1207.2) The Thought Adjuster is engaged in a constant effort so to
spiritualize your mind as to evolve your morontia soul; but you yourself are
mostly unconscious of this inner ministry. You are quite incapable of
distinguishing the product of your own material intellect from that of the
conjoint activities of your soul and the Adjuster.

110:4.5 (1207.5) There exists a vast gulf between the human and the
divine, between man and God. The Urantia races are so largely electrically
and chemically controlled, so highly animallike in their common behavior, so
emotional in their ordinary reactions, that it becomes exceedingly difficult for
the Monitors to guide and direct them. You are so devoid of courageous
decisions and consecrated co-operation that your indwelling Adjusters find it
next to impossible to communicate directly with the human mind. Even
when they do find it possible to flash a gleam of new truth to the evolving
mortal soul, this spiritual revelation often so blinds the creature as to
precipitate a convulsion of fanaticism or to initiate some other intellectual
upheaval which results disastrously. Many a new religion and strange “ism
has arisen from the aborted, imperfect, misunderstood, and garbled
communications of the Thought Adjusters.

14

110:5.1 (1207.7) Do not confuse and confound the mission and influence of
the Adjuster with what is commonly called conscience; they are not directly
related. Conscience is a human and purely psychic reaction. It is not to be
despised, but it is hardly the voice of God to the soul, which indeed the
Adjuster’s would be if such a voice could be heard. Conscience, rightly,
admonishes you to do right; but the Adjuster, in addition, endeavors to tell
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you what truly is right; that is, when and as you are able to perceive the
Monitor’s leading.

110:7.2 (1212.3) When a human being has completed the circles of cosmic
achievement, and further, when the final choosing of the mortal will permits
the Adjuster to complete the association of human identity with the
morontial soul during evolutionary and physical life, then do such
consummated liaisons of soul and Adjuster go on independently to the
mansion worlds, and there is issued the mandate from Uversa which
provides for the immediate fusion of the Adjuster and the morontial soul.

110:7.4 (1212.5) Subsequent to mortal fusion the Adjusters share your
destiny and experience; they are you. After the fusion of the immortal
morontia soul and the associated Adjuster, all of the experience and all of
the values of the one eventually become the possession of the other, so that
the two are actually one entity. In a certain sense, this new being is of the
eternal past as well as for the eternal future. All that was once human in the
surviving soul and all that is experientially divine in the Adjuster now
become the actual possession of the new and ever-ascending universe
personality. But on each universe level the Adjuster can endow the new
creature only with those attributes which are meaningful and of value on
that level. An absolute oneness with the divine Monitor, a complete
exhaustion of the endowment of an Adjuster, can only be achieved in
eternity subsequent to the final attainment of the Universal Father, the
Father of spirits, ever the source of these divine gifts.

110:7.6 (1213.1) But with the vast majority of Urantians the Adjuster must
patiently await the arrival of death deliverance; must await the liberation of
the emerging soul from the well-nigh complete domination of the energy
patterns and chemical forces inherent in your material order of existence.
The chief difficulty you experience in contacting with your Adjusters consists
in this very inherent material nature. So few mortals are real thinkers; you
do not spiritually develop and discipline your minds to the point of favorable
liaison with the divine Adjusters. The ear of the human mind is almost deaf
to the spiritual pleas which the Adjuster translates from the manifold
messages of the universal broadcasts of love proceeding from the Father of
mercies. The Adjuster finds it almost impossible to register these inspiring
spirit leadings in an animal mind so completely dominated by the chemical
and electrical forces inherent in your physical natures.

111:0.1 (1215.1) THE presence of the divine Adjuster in the human mind
makes it forever impossible for either science or philosophy to attain a
satisfactory comprehension of the evolving soul of the human personality.
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The morontia soul is the child of the universe and may be really known only
through cosmic insight and spiritual discovery.

111:7.2 (1223.4) May I admonish you to heed the distant echo of the
Adjuster’s faithful call to your soul? The indwelling Adjuster cannot stop or
even materially alter your career struggle of time; the Adjuster cannot
lessen the hardships of life as you journey on through this world of toil. The
divine indweller can only patiently forbear while you fight the battle of life as
it is lived on your planet; but you could, if you only would—as you work and
worry, as you fight and toil—permit the valiant Adjuster to fight with you
and for you. You could be so comforted and inspired, so enthralled and
intrigued, if you would only allow the Adjuster constantly to bring forth the
pictures of the real motive, the final aim, and the eternal purpose of all this
difficult, uphill struggle with the commonplace problems of your present
material world.

112:5.7 (1233.3) If ever there is doubt as to the advisability of advancing a
human identity to the mansion worlds, the universe governments invariably
rule in the personal interests of that individual; they unhesitatingly advance
such a soul to the status of a transitional being, while they continue their
observations of the emerging morontia intent and spiritual purpose. Thus
divine justice is certain of achievement, and divine mercy is accorded further
opportunity for extending its ministry.

112:5.19 (1235.1) 3. When these prerequisites of repersonalization have
been assembled, the seraphic custodian of the potentialities of the
slumbering immortal soul, with the assistance of humerous cosmic
personalities, bestows this morontia entity upon and in the awaiting
morontia mind-body form while committing this evolutionary child of the
Supreme to eternal association with the waiting Adjuster. And this completes
the repersonalization, reassembly of memory, insight, and consciousness—
identity.

113:4.1 (1245.1) The guardian seraphim are not mind, though they do
spring from the same source that also gives origin to mortal mind, the
Creative Spirit. Seraphim are mind stimulators; they continually seek to
promote circle-making decisions in human mind. They do this, not as does
the Adjuster, operating from within and through the soul, but rather from
the outside inward, working through the social, ethical, and moral
environment of human beings. Seraphim are not the divine Adjuster lure of
the Universal Father, but they do function as the personal agency of the
ministry of the Infinite Spirit.
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117:3.5 (1281.7) Mortal man is more than figuratively made in the image of
God. From a physical standpoint this statement is hardly true, but with
reference to certain universe potentialities it is an actual fact. In the human
race, something of the same drama of evolutionary attainment is being
unfolded as takes place, on a vastly larger scale, in the universe of
universes. Man, a volitional personality, becomes creative in liaison with an
Adjuster, an impersonal entity, in the presence of the finite potentialities of
the Supreme, and the result is the flowering of an immortal soul. In the
universes the Creator personalities of time and space function in liaison with
the impersonal spirit of the Paradise Trinity and become thereby creative of
a new power potential of Deity reality.

132:2.2 (1457.5) But the soul that survives time and emerges into eternity
must make a living and personal choice between good and evil as they are
determined by the true values of the spiritual standards established by the
divine spirit which the Father in heaven has sent to dwell within the heart of
man. This indwelling spirit is the standard of personality survival.

132:3.4 (1459.4) Revealed truth, personally discovered truth, is the
supreme delight of the human soul; it is the joint creation of the material
mind and the indwelling spirit. The eternal salvation of this truth-discerning
and beauty-loving soul is assured by that hunger and thirst for goodness
which leads this mortal to develop a singleness of purpose to do the Father’s
will, to find God and to become like him. There is never conflict between true
knowledge and truth.

132:3.9 (1460.2) The presence of the Paradise spirit in the mind of man
constitutes the revelation promise and the faith pledge of an eternal

existence of divine progression for every soul seeking to achieve identity
with this immortal and indwelling spirit fragment of the Universal Father.

133:4.4 (1474.4) To the earnest leader of the Mithraic cult he said: “You do
well to seek for a religion of eternal salvation, but you err to go in quest of
such a glorious truth among man-made mysteries and human philosophies.
Know you not that the mystery of eternal salvation dwells within your

own soul? Do you not know that the God of heaven has sent his spirit to live
within you, and that this spirit will lead all truth-loving and God-serving
mortals out of this life and through the portals of death up to the eternal
heights of light where God waits to receive his children? And never forget:
You who know God are the sons of God if you truly yearn to be like him.”

133:4.8 (1475.1) To the mistress of the Greek inn he said: “Minister your
hospitality as one who entertains the children of the Most High. Elevate the
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drudgery of your daily toil to the high levels of a fine art through the
increasing realization that you minister to God in the persons whom he
indwells by his spirit which has descended to live within the hearts of men,
thereby seeking to transform their minds and lead their souls to the
knowledge of the Paradise Father of all these bestowed gifts of the divine
spirit.”

133:6.7 (1478.6) “The human soul, when matured, ennobled, and
spiritualized, approaches the heavenly status in that it comes near to being
an entity intervening between the material and the spiritual, the material
self and the divine spirit. The evolving soul of a human being is difficult of
description and more difficult of demonstration because it is not discoverable
by the methods of either material investigation or spiritual proving. Material
science cannot demonstrate the existence of a soul, neither can pure spirit-
testing. Notwithstanding the failure of both material science and spiritual
standards to discover the existence of the human soul, every morally
conscious mortal knows of the existence of his soul as a real and actual
personal experience.”

137:8.9 (1536.6) “"And this kingdom is even now among you, for where the
spirit of God teaches and leads the soul of man, there in reality is the
kingdom of heaven. And this kingdom of God is righteousness, peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit.

141:2.1 (1588.4) And the Father also rules within the hearts of his children
on earth by the spirit which he has sent to live within the souls of mortal
men.

146:3.6 (1642.2) “While you cannot observe the divine spirit at work in your
minds, there is a practical method of discovering the degree to which you
have yielded the control of your soul powers to the teaching and guidance of
this indwelling spirit of the heavenly Father, and that is the degree of your
love for your fellow men. This spirit of the Father partakes of the love of the
Father, and as it dominates man, it unfailingly leads in the directions of
divine worship and loving regard for one’s fellows. At first you believe that
you are sons of God because my teaching has made you more conscious of
the inner leadings of our Father’s indwelling presence; but presently the
Spirit of Truth shall be poured out upon all flesh, and it will live among men
and teach all men, even as I now live among you and speak to you the
words of truth. And this Spirit of Truth, speaking for the spiritual
endowments of your souls, will help you to know that you are the sons of
God. It will unfailingly bear witness with the Father’s indwelling presence,
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your spirit, then dwelling in all men as it now dwells in some, telling you that
you are in reality the sons of God.

148:6.10 (1664.2) Job was ever ready to admit that God is righteous, but he
longed for some soul-satisfying revelation of the personal character of the
Eternal. And that is our mission on earth. No more shall suffering mortals be
denied the comfort of knowing the love of God and understanding the mercy
of the Father in heaven. ...you have already learned that the Father does not
thus reveal himself, but rather that he speaks within the human heart as a
still, small voice, saying, ‘This is the way; walk therein.” Do you not
comprehend that God dwells within you, that he has become what you are
that he may make you what he is!”

149:6.9 (1676.3) “Out of your wrong concepts of the Father in heaven grow
your false ideas of humility and springs much of your hypocrisy. Man may be
a worm of the dust by nature and origin, but when he becomes indwelt by
my Father’s spirit, that man becomes divine in his destiny. The bestowal
spirit of my Father will surely return to the divine source and universe level
of origin, and the human soul of mortal man which shall have become the
reborn child of this indwelling spirit shall certainly ascend with the divine
spirit to the very presence of the eternal Father.

153:2.12 (1711.4) I am this bread of life. Your fathers ate manna in the
wilderness and are dead. But this bread which comes down from God, if a
man eats thereof, he shall never die in spirit. I repeat, I am this living bread,
and every soul who attains the realization of this united nature of God and
man shall live forever.

157:4.5 (1747.3) Jesus, still standing, then said to the twelve: “You are my
chosen ambassadors, but I know that, in the circumstances, you could not
entertain this belief as a result of mere human knowledge. This is a
revelation of the spirit of my Father to your inmost souls. And when,
therefore, you make this confession by the insight of the spirit of my Father
which dwells within you, I am led to declare that upon this foundation will I
build the brotherhood of the kingdom of heaven. Upon this rock of spiritual
reality will I build the living temple of spiritual fellowship in the eternal
realities of my Father’s kingdom. All the forces of evil and the hosts of sin
shall not prevail against this human fraternity of the divine spirit,

169:4.12 (1857.3) But mark you! never did Jesus say, "“Whoso has heard
me has heard God.” But he did say, “"He who has seen me has seen the
Father.” To hear Jesus’ teaching is not equivalent to knowing God, but
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to see Jesus is an experience which in itself is a revelation of the Father to
the soul. The God of universes rules the far-flung creation, but it is the
Father in heaven who sends forth his spirit to dwell within your minds.

180:5.4 (1949.6) The true child of universe insight looks for the living Spirit
of Truth in every wise saying. The God-knowing individual is constantly
elevating wisdom to the living-truth levels of divine attainment; the
spiritually unprogressive soul is all the while dragging the living truth down
to the dead levels of wisdom and to the domain of mere exalted knowledge.
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Topic 6: The Spirit of Truth and Seraphic Guidance
Stimulate Soul Growth

0:12.13 (17.2) We are fully cognizant of the difficulties of our assignment;
we recognize the impossibility of fully translating the language of the
concepts of divinity and eternity into the symbols of the language of the
finite concepts of the mortal mind. But we know that there dwells within the
human mind a fragment of God, and that there sojourns with the human
soul the Spirit of Truth; and we further know that these spirit forces conspire
to enable material man to grasp the reality of spiritual values and to
comprehend the philosophy of universe meanings.

16:9.3 (195.9) If mortal man fails to survive natural death, the real spiritual
values of his human experience survive as a part of the continuing
experience of the Thought Adjuster. The personality values of such a
nonsurvivor persist as a factor in the personality of the actualizing Supreme
Being. Such persisting qualities of personality are deprived of identity but
not of experiential values accumulated during the mortal life in the flesh. The
survival of identity is dependent on the survival of the immortal soul of
morontia status and increasingly divine value. Personality identity survives in
and by the survival of the soul.

30:1.99 (333.7) God, as a superperson, eventuates; God, as a person,
creates; God, as a preperson, fragments; and such an Adjuster fragment of
himself evolves the spirit soul upon the material and mortal mind in
accordance with the freewill choosing of the personality which has been
bestowed upon such a mortal creature by the parental act of God as a
Father.

31:2.4 (347.3) Gravity Messengers and glorified mortal finaliters achieve a
touching and profound affection for one another; they have much in
common: One is a direct personalization of a fragment of the Universal
Father, the other a creature personality existent in the surviving

immortal soul fused with a fragment of the same Universal Father, the spirit
Thought Adjuster.

34:6.13 (381.7) The consciousness of the spirit domination of a human life
is presently attended by an increasing exhibition of the characteristics of the
Spirit in the life reactions of such a spirit-led mortal, “for the fruits of the
spirit are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and temperance.” Such spirit-guided and divinely illuminated
mortals, while they yet tread the lowly paths of toil and in human
faithfulness perform the duties of their earthly assignments, have already
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begun to discern the lights of eternal life as they glimmer on the faraway
shores of another world; already have they begun to comprehend the reality
of that inspiring and comforting truth, “The kingdom of God is not meat and
drink but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” And throughout
every trial and in the presence of every hardship, spirit-born souls are
sustained by that hope which transcends all fear because the love of God is
shed abroad in all hearts by the presence of the divine Spirit.

39:2.5 (430.1) 2. The Voice of Mercy. Mercy is the keynote of seraphic
service and angelic ministry. It is therefore fitting that there should be a
corps of angels who, in a special manner, portray mercy. These seraphim
are the real mercy ministers of the local universes. They are the inspired
leaders who foster the higher impulses and holier emotions of men and
angels. The directors of these legions are now always completion seraphim
who are also graduate guardians of mortal destiny; that is, each angelic pair
has guided at least one soul of animal origin during the life in the flesh and
has subsequently traversed the circles of Seraphington and has been
mustered into the Seraphic Corps of Completion.

39:3.3 (432.4) 2. Law Forecasters. The intellectual foundation of justice is
law, and in a local universe law originates in the legislative assemblies of the
constellations. These deliberative bodies codify and formally promulgate the
basic laws of Nebadon, laws designed to afford the greatest possible co-
ordination of a whole constellation consistent with the fixed policy of
noninfringement of the moral free will of personal creatures. It is the duty of
the second order of supervisor seraphim to place before the constellation
lawmakers a forecast of how any proposed enactment would affect the lives
of freewill creatures. This service they are well qualified to perform by virtue
of long experience in the local systems and on the inhabited worlds. These
seraphim seek no special favors for one group or another, but they do
appear before the celestial lawmakers to speak for those who cannot be
present to speak for themselves. Even mortal man may contribute to the
evolution of universe law, for these very seraphim do faithfully and fully
portray, not necessarily man’s transient and conscious desires, but rather
the true longings of the inner man, the evolving morontia soul of the
material mortal on the worlds of space.

40:9.5 (451.1) Such children of the local universe are enabled to repossess
themselves of much of their former human memory experience through
having it retold by the associated seraphim and cherubim and by consulting
the records of the mortal career filed by the recording angels. This they can
do with undoubted assurance because the surviving soul, of experiential
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origin in the material and mortal life, while having nho memory of mortal
events, does have a residual experiential-recognition-response to these
unremembered events of past experience.

45:7.1 (517.3) The Melchizedeks are the directors of that large corps of
instructors—partially spiritualized will creatures and others—who function so
acceptably on Jerusem and its associated worlds but especially on the seven
mansion worlds. These are the detention planets, where those mortals who
fail to achieve fusion with their indwelling Adjusters during the life in the
flesh are rehabilitated in transient form to receive further help and to enjoy
extended opportunity for continuing their strivings for spiritual attainment,
those very efforts which were prematurely interrupted by death. Or if, for
any other reason of hereditary handicap, unfavorable environment, or
conspiracy of circumstances, this soul attainment was not completed, no
matter what the reason, all who are true of purpose and worthy in spirit find
themselves, as themselves, present on the continuing planets, where they
must learn to master the essentials of the eternal career, to possess
themselves of traits which they could not, or did not, acquire during the
lifetime in the flesh.

47:2.1 (531.5) The infant-receiving schools of Satania are situated on the
finaliter world, the first of the Jerusem transition-culture spheres. These
infant-receiving schools are enterprises devoted to the nurture and training
of the children of time, including those who have died on the evolutionary
worlds of space before the acquirement of individual status on the universe
records. In the event of the survival of either or both of such a child’s
parents, the guardian of destiny deputizes her associated cherubim as the
custodian of the child’s potential identity, charging the cherubim with the
responsibility of delivering this undeveloped soul into the hands of the
Mansion World Teachers in the probationary nurseries of the morontia
worlds.

47:3.3 (533.1) The mortal-mind transcripts and the active creature-memory
patterns as transformed from the material levels to the spiritual are the
individual possession of the detached Thought Adjusters; these spiritized
factors of mind, memory, and creature personality are forever a part of such
Adjusters. The creature mind-matrix and the passive potentials of identity
are present in the morontia soul intrusted to the keeping of the seraphic
destiny guardians. And it is the reuniting of the morontia-soul trust of the
seraphim and the spirit-mind trust of the Adjuster that reassembles creature
personality and constitutes resurrection of a sleeping survivor.
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48:6.5 (552.3) On the mansion worlds the seraphic evangels will help you to
choose wisely among the optional routes to Edentia, Salvington, Uversa, and
Havona. If there are a number of equally advisable routes, these will be put
before you, and you will be permitted to select the one that most appeals to
you. These seraphim then make recommendations to the four and twenty
advisers on Jerusem concerning that course which would be most
advantageous for each ascending soul.

49:6.4 (568.7) 1. Mortals of the dispensational or group order of

survival. With the arrival of the first Adjuster on an inhabited world the
guardian seraphim also make their appearance; they are indispensable to
terrestrial escape. Throughout the life-lapse period of the sleeping survivors
the spiritual values and eternal realities of their newly evolved and
immortal souls are held as a sacred trust by the personal or by the group
guardian seraphim.

52:6.7 (598.2) 5. Spiritual insight. The brotherhood of man is, after all,
predicated on the recognition of the fatherhood of God. The quickest way to
realize the brotherhood of man on Urantia is to effect the spiritual
transformation of present-day humanity. The only technique for accelerating
the natural trend of social evolution is that of applying spiritual pressure
from above, thus augmenting moral insight while enhancing

the soul capacity of every mortal to understand and love every other mortal.
Mutual understanding and fraternal love are transcendent civilizers and
mighty factors in the world-wide realization of the brotherhood of man.

55:2.2 (623.2) This experience of translation from the material life to the
morontia state—fusion of the immortal soul with the indwelling Adjuster—
increases in frequency commensurate with the evolutionary progress of the
planet. At first only a few mortals in each age attain translation levels of
spiritual progress, but with the onset of the successive ages of the Teacher
Sons, more and more Adjuster fusions occur before the termination of the
lengthening lives of these progressing mortals; and by the time of the
terminal mission of the Teacher Sons, approximately one quarter of these
superb mortals are exempt from natural death.

55:5.5 (630.2) Schools are vastly improved and are devoted to the training
of mind and the expansion of soul. The art centers are exquisite and the
musical organizations superb. The temples of worship with their associated
schools of philosophy and experiential religion are creations of beauty and
grandeur. The open-air arenas of worship assembly are equally sublime in
the simplicity of their artistic appointment.
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66:4.9 (744.8) This group, while enjoying provisional citizenship on
Jerusem, were as yet unfused with their Thought Adjusters; and when they
volunteered and were accepted for planetary service in liaison with the
descending orders of sonship, their Adjusters were detached. But these
Jerusemites were superhuman beings—they possessed souls of ascendant
growth. During the mortal life in the flesh the soul is of embryonic estate; it
is born (resurrected) in the morontia life and experiences growth through
the successive morontia worlds. And the souls of the Caligastia one hundred
had thus expanded through the progressive experiences of the seven
mansion worlds to citizenship status on Jerusem.

100:2.3 (1095.7) Religion can progress to that level of experience whereon
it becomes an enlightened and wise technique of spiritual reaction to the
universe. Such a glorified religion can function on three levels of human
personality: the intellectual, the morontial, and the spiritual; upon the mind,
in the evolving soul, and with the indwelling spirit.

100:4.3 (1097.7) But the great problem of religious living consists in the
task of unifying the soul powers of the personality by the dominance of love.
Health, mental efficiency, and happiness arise from the unification of
physical systems, mind systems, and spirit systems. Of health and sanity
man understands much, but of happiness he has truly realized very little.
The highest happiness is indissolubly linked with spiritual progress. Spiritual
growth yields lasting joy, peace which passes all understanding.

101:3.4 (1108.3) Through religious faith the soul of man reveals itself and
demonstrates the potential divinity of its emerging nature by the
characteristic manner in which it induces the mortal personality to react to
certain trying intellectual and testing social situations.

103:5.11 (1135.1) But man is not saved or ennobled by pressure. Spirit
growth springs from within the evolving soul. Pressure may deform the
personality, but it never stimulates growth. Even educational pressure is
only negatively helpful in that it may aid in the prevention of disastrous
experiences. Spiritual growth is greatest where all external pressures are at
a minimum. “*Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” Man develops
best when the pressures of home, community, church, and state are least.
But this must not be construed as meaning that there is no place in a
progressive society for home, social institutions, church, and state.

103:6.6 (1136.1) Always must man’s inner spirit depend for its expression
and self-realization upon the mechanism and technique of the mind.
Likewise must man’s outer experience of material reality be predicated on
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the mind consciousness of the experiencing personality. Therefore are the
spiritual and the material, the inner and the outer, human experiences
always correlated with the mind function and conditioned, as to their
conscious realization, by the mind activity. Man experiences matter in his
mind; he experiences spiritual reality in the soul but becomes conscious of
this experience in his mind. The intellect is the harmonizer and the ever-
present conditioner and qualifier of the sum total of mortal experience. Both
energy-things and spirit values are colored by their interpretation through
the mind media of consciousness.

103:9.10 (1142.1) When reason once recognizes right and wrong, it exhibits
wisdom; when wisdom chooses between right and wrong, truth and error, it
demonstrates spirit leading. And thus are the functions of mind, soul, and
spirit ever closely united and functionally interassociated. Reason deals with
factual knowledge; wisdom, with philosophy and revelation; faith, with living
spiritual experience. Through truth man attains beauty and by spiritual love
ascends to goodness.

112:0.15 (1226.3) 13. Personality may survive mortal death with identity in
the surviving soul. The Adjuster and the personality are changeless; the
relationship between them (in the soul) is nothing but change, continuing
evolution; and if this change (growth) ceased, the soul would cease.

112:2.20 (1229.7) The material self, the ego-entity of human identity, is
dependent during the physical life on the continuing function of the material
life vehicle, on the continued existence of the unbalanced equilibrium of
energies and intellect which, on Urantia, has been given the name Jife. But
selfhood of survival value, selfhood that can transcend the experience of
death, is only evolved by establishing a potential transfer of the seat of the
identity of the evolving personality from the transient life vehicle—the
material body—to the more enduring and immortal nature of the

morontia soul and on beyond to those levels whereon the soul becomes
infused with, and eventually attains the status of, spirit reality. This actual
transfer from material association to morontia identification is effected by
the sincerity, persistence, and steadfastness of the God-seeking decisions of
the human creature.

112:5.15 (1234.4) During the transit of surviving mortals from the world of
origin to the mansion worlds, whether they experience personality
reassembly on the third period or ascend at the time of a group resurrection,
the record of personality constitution is faithfully preserved by the
archangels on their worlds of special activities. These beings are not the
custodians of personality (as the guardian seraphim are of the soul), but it is
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nonetheless true that every identifiable factor of personality is effectually
safeguarded in the custody of these dependable trustees of mortal survival.
As to the exact whereabouts of mortal personality during the time
intervening between death and survival, we do not know.

112:5.9 (1233.5) This does not mean that human beings are to enjoy a
second opportunity in the face of the rejection of a first, not at all. But it
does signify that all will creatures are to experience one true opportunity to
make one undoubted, self-conscious, and final choice. The sovereign Judges
of the universes will not deprive any being of personality status who has not
finally and fully made the eternal choice; the soul of man must and will be
given full and ample opportunity to reveal its true intent and real purpose.

112:6.1 (1235.5) Just as a butterfly emerges from the caterpillar stage, so
will the true personalities of human beings emerge on the mansion worlds,
for the first time revealed apart from their onetime enshroudment in the
material flesh. The morontia career in the local universe has to do with the
continued elevation of the personality mechanism from the beginning
morontia level of soul existence up to the final morontia level of progressive
spirituality.

113:2.1 (1242.4) Seraphim are not known as guardians of destiny until such
time as they are assigned to the association of a human soul who has
realized one or more of three achievements: has made a supreme decision
to become Godlike, has entered the third circle, or has been mustered into
one of the reserve corps of destiny.

113:3.1 (1244.2) One of the most important things a destiny guardian does
for her mortal subject is to effect a personal co-ordination of the numerous
impersonal spirit influences which indwell, surround, and impinge upon the
mind and soul of the evolving material creature. Human beings are
personalities, and it is exceedingly difficult for nonpersonal spirits and
prepersonal entities to make direct contact with such highly material and
discretely personal minds. In the ministry of the guarding angel all of these
influences are more or less unified and made more nearly appreciable by the
expanding moral nature of the evolving human personality.

113:3.4 (1244.5) And herein is revealed the reason why the seraphic
guardian eventually becomes the personal custodian of the mind patterns,
memory formulas, and soul realities of the mortal survivor during that
interval between physical death and morontia resurrection. None but the
ministering children of the Infinite Spirit could thus function in behalf of the
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human creature during this phase of transition from one level of the universe
to another and higher level.

113:6.1 (1246.5) Having told you something of the ministry of seraphim
during natural life, I will endeavor to inform you about the conduct of the
guardians of destiny at the time of the mortal dissolution of their human
associates. Upon your death, your records, identity specifications, and the
morontia entity of the human soul—conjointly evolved by the ministry of
mortal mind and the divine Adjuster—are faithfully conserved by the destiny
guardian together with all other values related to your future existence,
everything that constitutes you, the real you, except the identity of
continuing existence represented by the departing Adjuster and the actuality
of personality.

113:6.5 (1247.3) The guardian seraphim is the custodial trustee of the
survival values of mortal man’s slumbering soul as the absent Adjuster is the
identity of such an immortal universe being. When these two collaborate in
the resurrection halls of mansonia in conjunction with the newly fabricated
morontia form, there occurs the reassembly of the constituent factors of the
personality of the mortal ascender.

113:7.7 (1249.1) For seraphim, the surest way of achieving the Paradise
Deities is by successfully guiding a soul of evolutionary origin to the portals
of Paradise. Therefore is the assignment of guardian of destiny the most
highly prized seraphic duty.

142:2.3 (1597.3) Loving your children as a father on earth, you must now
accept as a reality the love of the heavenly Father for you—not just for all
the children of Abraham, but for you, your individual soul.”

143:2.4 (1609.5) "By the old way you seek to suppress, obey, and conform
to the rules of living; by the new way you are first transformed by the Spirit
of Truth and thereby strengthened in your inner soul by the constant
spiritual renewing of your mind, and so are you endowed with the power of
the certain and joyous performance of the gracious, acceptable, and perfect
will of God.

143:5.9 (1614.3) As Nalda was about to voice her real and personal longing
for better things and a more noble way of living, just as she was ready to
speak the real desire of her heart, the twelve apostles returned from Sychar,
and coming upon this scene of Jesus’ talking so intimately with this woman—
this Samaritan woman, and alone—they were more than astonished. They
quickly deposited their supplies and drew aside, no man daring to reprove
him, while Jesus said to Nalda: *“Woman, go your way; God has forgiven
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you. Henceforth you will live a new life. You have received the living water,
and a new joy will spring up within your soul, and you shall become a
daughter of the Most High.”

143:5.11 (1614.5) It was very difficult for Jesus to teach his apostles that
women, even so-called immoral women, have souls which can choose God
as their Father, thereby becoming daughters of God and candidates for life
everlasting. Even nineteen centuries later many show the same
unwillingness to grasp the Master’s teachings. Even the Christian religion has
been persistently built up around the fact of the death of Christ instead of
around the truth of his life. The world should be more concerned with his
happy and God-revealing life than with his tragic and sorrowful death.

147:5.8 (1653.2) “This transformed woman whom some of you saw at
Simon’s house today is, at this moment, living on a level which is vastly
below that of Simon and his well-meaning associates; but while these
Pharisees are occupied with the false progress of the illusion of traversing
deceptive circles of meaningless ceremonial services, this woman has, in
dead earnest, started out on the long and eventful search for God, and her
path toward heaven is not blocked by spiritual pride and moral self-
satisfaction. The woman is, humanly speaking, much farther away from God
than Simon, but her soul is in progressive motion; she is on the way toward
an eternal goal. There are present in this woman tremendous spiritual
possibilities for the future. Some of you may not stand high in actual levels
of soul and spirit, but you are making daily progress on the living way
opened up, through faith, to God. There are tremendous possibilities in each
of you for the future. Better by far to have a small but living and growing
faith than to be possessed of a great intellect with its dead stores of worldly
wisdom and spiritual unbelief.”

160:2.7 (1776.1) 2. Union of souls—the mobilization of wisdom. Every
human being sooner or later acquires a certain concept of this world and a
certain vision of the next. Now it is possible, through personality association,
to unite these views of temporal existence and eternal prospects. Thus does
the mind of one augment its spiritual values by gaining much of the insight
of the other. In this way men enrich the soul by pooling their respective
spiritual possessions.

162:7.2 (1796.4) “If my words abide in you and you are minded to do the
will of my Father, then are you truly my disciples. You shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free. I know how you will answer me: We are
the children of Abraham, and we are in bondage to none; how then shall we
be made free? Even so, I do not speak of outward subjection to another’s
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rule; I refer to the liberties of the soul. Verily, verily, I say to you, everyone
who commits sin is the bond servant of sin. And you know that the bond
servant is not likely to abide forever in the master’s house. You also know
that the son does remain in his father’s house. If, therefore, the Son shall
make you free, shall make you sons, you shall be free indeed.

163:6.7 (1808.1) “You have entered upon this great work of teaching mortal
man that he is a son of God. I have shown you the way; go forth to do your
duty and be not weary in well doing. To you and to all who shall follow in
your steps down through the ages, let me say: I always stand near, and my
invitation-call is, and ever shall be, Come to me all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of
me, for I am true and loyal, and you shall find spiritual rest for your souls.”

171:7.5 (1874.8) Jesus was never in a hurry. He had time to comfort his
fellow men “as he passed by.” And he always made his friends feel at ease.
He was a charming listener. He never engaged in the meddlesome probing
of the souls of his associates. As he comforted hungry minds and ministered
to thirsty souls, the recipients of his mercy did not so much feel that they
were confessing to him as that they were conferring with him. They had
unbounded confidence in him because they saw he had so much faith in
them.

180:4.5 (1949.1) Jesus looked down upon them all, smiled, and said: "My
little children, I am going away, going back to my Father. In a little while
you will not see me as you do here, as flesh and blood. In a very short time
I am going to send you my spirit, just like me except for this material body.
This new teacher is the Spirit of Truth who will live with each one of you, in
your hearts, and so will all the children of light be made one and be drawn
toward one another. And in this very manner will my Father and I be able to
live in the souls of each one of you and also in the hearts of all other men
who love us and make that love real in their experiences by loving one
another, even as I am now loving you.”

180:5.2 (1949.4) Divine truth is a spirit-discerned and living reality. Truth
exists only on high spiritual levels of the realization of divinity and the
consciousness of communion with God. You can know the truth, and you can
live the truth; you can experience the growth of truth in the soul and enjoy
the liberty of its enlightenment in the mind, but you cannot imprison truth in
formulas, codes, creeds, or intellectual patterns of human conduct. When
you undertake the human formulation of divine truth, it speedily dies. The
post-mortem salvage of imprisoned truth, even at best, can eventuate only
in the realization of a peculiar form of intellectualized glorified wisdom.
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Static truth is dead truth, and only dead truth can be held as a theory. Living
truth is dynamic and can enjoy only an experiential existence in the human
mind.

180:5.8 (1950.3) But the highest realization and the truest interpretation of
the golden rule consists in the consciousness of the spirit of the truth of the
enduring and living reality of such a divine declaration. The true cosmic
meaning of this rule of universal relationship is revealed only in its spiritual
realization, in the interpretation of the law of conduct by the spirit of the Son
to the spirit of the Father that indwells the soul of mortal man. And when
such spirit-led mortals realize the true meaning of this golden rule, they are
filled to overflowing with the assurance of citizenship in a friendly universe,
and their ideals of spirit reality are satisfied only when they love their fellows
as Jesus loved us all, and that is the reality of the realization of the love of
God.

180:6.1 (1951.2) Although this gospel of the kingdom never fails to bring
great peace to the soul of the individual believer, it will not bring peace on
earth until man is willing to believe my teaching wholeheartedly and to
establish the practice of doing the Father’s will as the chief purpose in living
the mortal life.

181:1.1 (1953.3) When the eleven had taken their seats, Jesus stood and
addressed them: “As long as I am with you in the flesh, I can be but one
individual in your midst or in the entire world. But when I have been
delivered from this investment of mortal nature, I will be able to return as a
spirit indweller of each of you and of all other believers in this gospel of the
kingdom. In this way the Son of Man will become a spiritual incarnation in
the souls of all true believers.

181:1.4 (1954.1) “The Father sent me into this world, but only a few of you
have chosen fully to receive me. I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh, but
all men will not choose to receive this new teacher as the guide and
counselor of the soul. But as many as do receive him shall be enlightened,
cleansed, and comforted. And this Spirit of Truth will become in them a well
of living water springing up into eternal life.

191:5.3 (2043.1) “As I have revealed the Father, so shall you reveal the
divine love, not merely with words, but in your daily living. I send you forth,
not to love the souls of men, but rather to love men. You are not merely to
proclaim the joys of heaven but also to exhibit in your daily experience these
spirit realities of the divine life since you already have eternal life, as the gift
of God, through faith. When you have faith, when power from on high, the
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Spirit of Truth, has come upon you, you will not hide your light here behind
closed doors; you will make known the love and the mercy of God to all
mankind. Through fear you now flee from the facts of a disagreeable
experience, but when you shall have been baptized with the Spirit of Truth,
you will bravely and joyously go forth to meet the new experiences of
proclaiming the good news of eternal life in the kingdom of God.”

194:3.4 (2063.2) If religion is an opiate to the people, it is not the religion
of Jesus. On the cross he refused to drink the deadening drug, and his spirit,
poured out upon all flesh, is a mighty world influence which leads man
upward and urges him onward. The spiritual forward urge is the most
powerful driving force present in this world; the truth-learning believer is the
one progressive and aggressive soul on earth.

194:3.6 (2063.4) Do not overlook the fact that the Spirit of Truth was
bestowed upon all sincere believers; this gift of the spirit did not come only
to the apostles. The one hundred and twenty men and women assembled in
the upper chamber all received the new teacher, as did all the honest of
heart throughout the whole world. This new teacher was bestowed upon
mankind, and every soul received him in accordance with the love for truth
and the capacity to grasp and comprehend spiritual realities. At last, true
religion is delivered from the custody of priests and all sacred classes and
finds its real manifestation in the individual souls of men.

194:3.17 (2065.5) Pentecost was the call to spiritual unity among gospel
believers. When the spirit descended on the disciples at Jerusalem, the same
thing happened in Philadelphia, Alexandria, and at all other places where
true believers dwelt. It was literally true that “there was but one heart

and soul among the multitude of the believers.” The religion of Jesus is the
most powerful unifying influence the world has ever known.

194:3.19 (2065.7) The coming of the Spirit of Truth purifies the human
heart and leads the recipient to formulate a life purpose single to the will of
God and the welfare of men. The material spirit of selfishness has been
swallowed up in this new spiritual bestowal of selflessness. Pentecost, then
and now, signifies that the Jesus of history has become the divine Son of
living experience. The joy of this outpoured spirit, when it is consciously
experienced in human life, is a tonic for health, a stimulus for mind, and an
unfailing energy for the soul.

194:4.2 (2066.2) Then comes the resurrection, with its deliverance from
despair and the return of their faith in the Master’s divinity. Again and again
they see him and talk with him, and he takes them out on Olivet, where he
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bids them farewell and tells them he is going back to the Father. He has told
them to tarry in Jerusalem until they are endowed with power—until the
Spirit of Truth shall come. And on the day of Pentecost this new teacher
comes, and they go out at once to preach their gospel with new power. They
are the bold and courageous followers of a living Lord, not a dead and
defeated leader. The Master lives in the hearts of these evangelists; God is
not a doctrine in their minds; he has become a living presence in their souls.
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Topic 7: Worship and Prayer Promote your Soul’s Growth

5:3.7 (66.3) Sincere worship connotes the mobilization of all the powers of
the human personality under the dominance of the evolving soul and subject
to the divine directionization of the associated Thought Adjuster. The mind
of material limitations can never become highly conscious of the real
significance of true worship. Man’s realization of the reality of the worship
experience is chiefly determined by the developmental status of his evolving
immortal soul. The spiritual growth of the soul takes place wholly
independently of the intellectual self-consciousness.

5:3.8 (66.4) The worship experience consists in the sublime attempt of the
betrothed Adjuster to communicate to the divine Father the inexpressible
longings and the unutterable aspirations of the human soul—the conjoint
creation of the God-seeking mortal mind and the God-revealing immortal
Adjuster. Worship is, therefore, the act of the material mind’s assenting to
the attempt of its spiritualizing self, under the guidance of the associated
spirit, to communicate with God as a faith son of the Universal Father. The
mortal mind consents to worship; the immortal soul craves and initiates
worship; the divine Adjuster presence conducts such worship in behalf of the
mortal mind and the evolving immortal soul. True worship, in the last
analysis, becomes an experience realized on four cosmic levels: the
intellectual, the morontial, the spiritual, and the personal—the consciousness
of mind, soul, and spirit, and their unification in personality.

7:4.2 (85.3) The Father and his Son are as one in the formulation and
prosecution of this gigantic attainment plan for advancing the material
beings of time to the perfection of eternity. This project for the spiritual
elevation of the ascendant souls of space is a joint creation of the Father and
the Son, and they are, with the co-operation of the Infinite Spirit, engaged
in associative execution of their divine purpose.

8:3.5 (93.7) The Infinite Spirit is the effective agent of the all-loving Father
and the all-merciful Son for the execution of their conjoint project of drawing
to themselves all truth-loving souls on all the worlds of time and space. The
very instant the Eternal Son accepted his Father’s plan of perfection
attainment for the creatures of the universes, the moment the ascension
project became a Father-Son plan, that instant the Infinite Spirit became the
conjoint administrator of the Father and the Son for the execution of their
united and eternal purpose. And in so doing the Infinite Spirit pledged all his
resources of divine presence and of spirit personalities to the Father and the
Son; he has dedicated all to the stupendous plan of exalting surviving will
creatures to the divine heights of Paradise perfection.
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22:4.1 (246.6) Those without Name and Number constitute the third and
last group of the Trinitized Sons of Attainment; they are the

ascendant souls who have developed the ability to worship beyond the skill
of all the sons and daughters of the evolutionary races from the worlds of
time and space.

27:7.5 (304.3) All the arts of all the beings of the entire universe which are
capable of intensifying and exalting the abilities of self-expression and the
conveyance of appreciation, are employed to their highest capacity in the
worship of the Paradise Deities. Worship is the highest joy of Paradise
existence; it is the refreshing play of Paradise. What play does for your
jaded minds on earth, worship will do for your perfected souls on Paradise.
The mode of worship on Paradise is utterly beyond mortal comprehension,
but the spirit of it you can begin to appreciate even down here on Urantia,
for the spirits of the Gods even now indwell you, hover over you, and inspire
you to true worship.

43:6.3 (492.3) Centrally located in this magnificent garden is the worship
shrine of the Most Highs. The Psalmist must have known something about
these things, for he wrote: “Who shall ascend the hill of the Most Highs?
Who shall stand in this holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure
heart, who has not lifted up his soul to vanity nor sworn deceitfully.” At this
shrine the Most Highs, on every tenth day of relaxation, lead all Edentia in
the worshipful contemplation of God the Supreme.

48:6.25 (553.6) It is the task of the mind planners to study the nature,
experience, and status of the Adjuster souls in transit through the mansion
worlds and to facilitate their grouping for assignment and advancement. But
these mind planners do not scheme, manipulate, or otherwise take
advantage of the ignorance or other limitations of mansion world students.
They are wholly fair and eminently just. They respect your newborn
morontia will; they regard you as independent volitional beings, and they
seek to encourage your speedy development and advancement. Here you
are face to face with true friends and understanding counselors, angels who
are really able to help you “to see yourself as others see you” and “to know
yourself as angels know you.”

48:6.27 (554.1) 4. Morontia Counselors. These ministers receive their name
because they are assigned to teach, direct, and counsel the surviving
mortals from the worlds of human origin, souls in transit to the higher
schools of the system headquarters. They are the teachers of those who
seek insight into the experiential unity of divergent life levels, those who are
attempting the integration of meanings and the unification of values. This is
the function of philosophy in mortal life, of mota on the morontia spheres.
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74:7.21 (836.10) The public worship hour of Eden was noon; sunset was the
hour of family worship. Adam did his best to discourage the use of set
prayers, teaching that effective prayer must be wholly individual, that it
must be the “desire of the soul”; but the Edenites continued to use the
prayers and forms handed down from the times of Dalamatia. Adam also
endeavored to substitute the offerings of the fruit of the land for the blood
sacrifices in the religious ceremonies but had made little progress before the
disruption of the Garden.

91:4.3 (998.1) In all your praying be fair; do not expect God to show
partiality, to love you more than his other children, your friends, neighbors,
even enemies. But the prayer of the natural or evolved religions is not at
first ethical, as it is in the later revealed religions. All praying, whether
individual or communal, may be either egoistic or altruistic. That is, the
prayer may be centered upon the self or upon others. When the prayer
seeks nothing for the one who prays nor anything for his fellows, then such
attitudes of the soul tend to the levels of true worship. Egoistic prayers
involve confessions and petitions and often consist in requests for material
favors. Prayer is somewhat more ethical when it deals with forgiveness and
seeks wisdom for enhanced self-control.

91:8.5 (1001.9) Prayer may be a spontaneous expression of God-
consciousness or a meaningless recitation of theologic formulas. It may be
the ecstatic praise of a God-knowing soul or the slavish obeisance of a fear-
ridden mortal. It is sometimes the pathetic expression of spiritual craving
and sometimes the blatant shouting of pious phrases. Prayer may be joyous
praise or a humble plea for forgiveness.

91:8.12 (1002.4) Words are irrelevant to prayer; they are merely the
intellectual channel in which the river of spiritual supplication may chance to
flow. The word value of a prayer is purely autosuggestive in private
devotions and sociosuggestive in group devotions. God answers the soul’s
attitude, not the words.

130:4.3 (1434.2) The highest level to which a finite creature can progress is
the recognition of the Universal Father and the knowing of the Supreme. And
even then such beings of finality destiny go on experiencing change in the
motions of the physical world and in its material phenomena. Likewise do
they remain aware of selfhood progression in their continuing ascension of
the spiritual universe and of growing consciousness in their deepening
appreciation of, and response to, the intellectual cosmos. Only in the
perfection, harmony, and unanimity of will can the creature become as one
with the Creator; and such a state of divinity is attained and maintained only
by the creature’s continuing to live in time and eternity by consistently
conforming his finite personal will to the divine will of the Creator. Always
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must the desire to do the Father’s will be supreme in the soul and dominant
over the mind of an ascending son of God.

131:4.4 (1448.3) “Let us delight in the liberality of the Lord of prayer. Make
prayer your inmost friend and worship your soul’s support.”

132:2.6 (1458.3) As you ascend the universe scale of creature development,
you will find increasing goodness and diminishing evil in perfect accordance
with your capacity for goodness-experience and truth-discernment. The
ability to entertain error or experience evil will not be fully lost until the
ascending human soul achieves final spirit levels.

132:3.8 (1460.1) Spiritual evolution is an experience of the increasing and
voluntary choice of goodness attended by an equal and progressive
diminution of the possibility of evil. With the attainment of finality of choice
for goodness and of completed capacity for truth appreciation, there comes
into existence a perfection of beauty and holiness whose righteousness
eternally inhibits the possibility of the emergence of even the concept of
potential evil. Such a God-knowing soul casts no shadow of doubting evil
when functioning on such a high spirit level of divine goodness.

132:3.10 (1460.3) Universe progress is characterized by increasing
personality freedom because it is associated with the progressive attainment
of higher and higher levels of self-understanding and consequent voluntary
self-restraint. The attainment of perfection of spiritual self-restraint equals
completeness of universe freedom and personal liberty. Faith fosters and
maintains man’s soul in the midst of the confusion of his early orientation in
such a vast universe, whereas prayer becomes the great unifier of the
various inspirations of the creative imagination and the faith urges of

a soul trying to identify itself with the spirit ideals of the indwelling and
associated divine presence.

133:4.9 (1475.2) Jesus had many visits with a Chinese merchant. In saying
good-bye, he admonished him: “"Worship only God, who is your true spirit
ancestor. Remember that the Father’s spirit ever lives within you and always
points your soul-direction heavenward. If you follow the unconscious
leadings of this immortal spirit, you are certain to continue on in the uplifted
way of finding God. And when you do attain the Father in heaven, it will be
because by seeking him you have become more and more like him. And so
farewell, Chang, but only for a season, for we shall meet again in the worlds
of light where the Father of spirit souls has provided many delightful
stopping-places for those who are Paradise-bound.”

137:8.6 (1536.3) “I have come to proclaim the establishment of the Father’s
kingdom. And this kingdom shall include the worshiping souls of Jew and
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gentile, rich and poor, free and bond, for my Father is no respecter of
persons; his love and his mercy are over all.

140:10.6 (1585.4) This new religion of Jesus was not without its practical
implications, but whatever of practical political, social, or economic value
there is to be found in his teaching is the natural outworking of this inner
experience of the soul as it manifests the fruits of the spirit in the
spontaneous daily ministry of genuine personal religious experience.

143:7.2 (1616.4) True religion is the act of an individual soul in its self-
conscious relations with the Creator; organized religion is man’s attempt
to socialize the worship of individual religionists.

143:7.6 (1616.8) Worship is the technique of looking to the One for the
inspiration of service to the many. Worship is the yardstick which measures
the extent of the soul’s detachment from the material universe and its
simultaneous and secure attachment to the spiritual realities of all creation.

143:7.7 (1616.9) Prayer is self-reminding—sublime thinking; worship is self-
forgetting—superthinking. Worship is effortless attention, true and
ideal soul rest, a form of restful spiritual exertion.

143:7.8 (1616.10) Worship is the act of a part identifying itself with the
Whole; the finite with the Infinite; the son with the Father; time in the act of
striking step with eternity. Worship is the act of the son’s personal
communion with the divine Father, the assumption of refreshing, creative,
fraternal, and romantic attitudes by the human soul-spirit.

144:2.1 (1618.5) He did not intend that you should use such a set and
formal petition as the expression of your own souls in prayer.

144:2.2 (1618.6) “Prayer is entirely a personal and spontaneous expression
of the attitude of the soul toward the spirit; prayer should be the communion
of sonship and the expression of fellowship. Prayer, when indited by the
spirit, leads to co-operative spiritual progress. The ideal prayer is a form of
spiritual communion which leads to intelligent worship. True praying is the
sincere attitude of reaching heavenward for the attainment of your ideals.

144:2.3 (1619.1) “Prayer is the breath of the soul and should lead you to be
persistent in your attempt to ascertain the Father’s will.

144:2.5 (1619.3) These stories I tell you to encourage you to persist in
praying and not to intimate that your petitions will change the just and
righteous Father above. Your persistence, however, is not to win favor with
God but to change your earth attitude and to enlarge your soul’s capacity for
spirit receptivity.
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144:2.6 (1619.4) “But when you pray, you exercise so little faith. Genuine
faith will remove mountains of material difficulty which may chance to lie in
the path of soul expansion and spiritual progress.”

144:3.8 (1620.6) Refresh our souls with the water of life.

144:4.2 (1621.1) The earnest and longing repetition of any petition, when
such a prayer is the sincere expression of a child of God and is uttered in
faith, no matter how ill-advised or impossible of direct answer, never fails to
expand the soul’s capacity for spiritual receptivity.

144:4.4 (1621.3) Prayer led Jesus up to the supercommunion of

his soul with the Supreme Rulers of the universe of universes. Prayer will
lead the mortals of earth up to the communion of true worship. The soul’s
spiritual capacity for receptivity determines the quantity of heavenly
blessings which can be personally appropriated and consciously realized as
an answer to prayer.

144:4.6 (1621.5) Prayer is an antidote for harmful introspection. At least,
prayer as the Master taught it is such a beneficent ministry to the soul.
Jesus consistently employed the beneficial influence of praying for one’s
fellows. The Master usually prayed in the plural, not in the singular. Only in
the great crises of his earth life did Jesus ever pray for himself.

144:4.8 (1621.7) As prayer may be likened to recharging the spiritual
batteries of the soul, so worship may be compared to the act of tuning in

the soul to catch the universe broadcasts of the infinite spirit of the Universal
Father.

146:2.2 (1638.2) 1. The conscious and persistent regard for iniquity in the
heart of man gradually destroys the prayer connection of the

human soul with the spirit circuits of communication between man and his
Maker. Naturally God hears the petition of his child, but when the human
heart deliberately and persistently harbors the concepts of iniquity, there
gradually ensues the loss of personal communion between the earth child
and his heavenly Father.

146:2.6 (1639.1) In the end it will prove true: "Whoso stops his ears to the
cry of the poor, he also shall some day cry for help, and no one will hear
him.” The sincerity of any prayer is the assurance of its being heard; the
spiritual wisdom and universe consistency of any petition is the determiner
of the time, manner, and degree of the answer. A wise father does

not literally answer the foolish prayers of his ignorant and inexperienced
children, albeit the children may derive much pleasure and

real soul satisfaction from the making of such absurd petitions.
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146:2.9 (1639.4) 8. Prayer may not be employed to avoid the delays of time
or to transcend the handicaps of space. Prayer is not designed as a
technique for aggrandizing self or for gaining unfair advantage over one’s
fellows. A thoroughly selfish soul cannot pray in the true sense of the word.

146:2.12 (1640.1) Many resort to prayer only when in trouble. Such a
practice is thoughtless and misleading. True, you do well to pray when
harassed, but you should also be mindful to speak as a son to your Father
even when all goes well with your soul. Let your real petitions always be in
secret. Do not let men hear your personal prayers. Prayers of thanksgiving
are appropriate for groups of worshipers, but the prayer of the soul is a
personal matter. There is but one form of prayer which is appropriate for all
God’s children, and that is: “"Nevertheless, your will be done.”

146:2.17 (1641.1) 16. Jesus taught his followers that, when they had made
their prayers to the Father, they should remain for a time in silent
receptivity to afford the indwelling spirit the better opportunity to speak to
the listening soul. The spirit of the Father speaks best to man when the
human mind is in an attitude of true worship. We worship God by the aid of
the Father’s indwelling spirit and by the illumination of the human mind
through the ministry of truth. Worship, taught Jesus, makes one increasingly
like the being who is worshiped. Worship is a transforming experience
whereby the finite gradually approaches and ultimately attains the presence
of the Infinite.

147:8.4 (1656.5) And all this he will do if you refrain from oppression,
condemnation, and vanity. The Father rather desires that you draw out your
heart to the hungry, and that you minister to the afflicted souls; then shall
your light shine in obscurity, and even your darkness shall be as the
noonday. Then shall the Lord guide you continually, satisfying your soul and
renewing your strength.

147:8.5 (1656.6) And then long into the night Jesus propounded to his
apostles the truth that it was their faith that made them secure in the
kingdom of the present and the future, and not their affliction of soul nor
fasting of body. His last words that night were: “"Grow in grace by means of
that living faith which grasps the fact that you are the sons of God while at
the same time it recognizes every man as a brother.”

154:2.5 (1719.1) Universe difficulties must be met and planetary obstacles
must be encountered as a part of the experience training provided for the
growth and development, the progressive perfection, of the evolving souls of
mortal creatures. The spiritualization of the human soul requires intimate
experience with the educational solving of a wide range of real universe
problems. The animal nature and the lower forms of will creatures do not
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progress favorably in environmental ease. Problematic situations, coupled
with exertion stimuli, conspire to produce those activities of mind, soul, and
spirit which contribute mightily to the achievement of worthy goals of mortal
progression and to the attainment of higher levels of spirit destiny.

155:2.2 (1726.5) Peter and the evangelists sojourned in Chorazin for two
weeks, preaching the gospel of the kingdom to a small but earnest company
of believers. But they were not able to win many new converts. No city of all
Galilee yielded so few souls for the kingdom as Chorazin. In accordance with
Peter’s instructions the twelve evangelists had less to say about healing—
things physical—while they preached and taught with increased vigor the
spiritual truths of the heavenly kingdom. These two weeks at Chorazin
constituted a veritable baptism of adversity for the twelve evangelists in that
it was the most difficult and unproductive period in their careers up to this
time. Being thus deprived of the satisfaction of winning souls for the
kingdom, each of them the more earnestly and honestly took stock of his
own soul and its progress in the spiritual paths of the new life.

155:3.4 (1727.4) Increasingly they learned from Jesus to look upon human
personalities in terms of their possibilities in time and in eternity. They
learned that many souls can best be led to love the unseen God by being
first taught to love their brethren whom they can see. And it was in this
connection that new meaning became attached to the Master’s
pronouncement concerning unselfish service for one’s fellows: “Inasmuch as
you did it to one of the least of my brethren, you did it to me.”

156:5.8 (1739.3) Do not become discouraged by the discovery that you are
human. Human nature may tend toward evil, but it is not inherently sinful.
Be not downcast by your failure wholly to forget some of your regrettable
experiences. The mistakes which you fail to forget in time will be forgotten in
eternity. Lighten your burdens of soul by speedily acquiring a long-distance
view of your destiny, a universe expansion of your career.

156:5.12 (1739.7) Kingdom believers should possess an implicit faith, a
whole-souled belief, in the certain triumph of righteousness. Kingdom
builders must be undoubting of the truth of the gospel of eternal salvation.
Believers must increasingly learn how to step aside from the rush of life—
escape the harassments of material existence—while they refresh the soul,
inspire the mind, and renew the spirit by worshipful communion.

159:5.1 (1769.3) At Philadelphia, where James was working, Jesus taught
the disciples about the positive nature of the gospel of the kingdom. When,
in the course of his remarks, he intimated that some parts of the Scripture
were more truth-containing than others and admonished his hearers to feed
their souls upon the best of the spiritual food, James interrupted the Master,
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asking: “"Would you be good enough, Master, to suggest to us how we may
choose the better passages from the Scriptures for our personal edification?”
And Jesus replied: “Yes, James, when you read the Scriptures look for those
eternally true and divinely beautiful teachings, such as:

159:5.2 (1769.4) “Create in me a clean heart, O Lord.
159:5.3 (1769.5) “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
159:5.4 (1769.6) “You should love your neighbor as yourself.

159:5.5 (1769.7) “For I, the Lord your God, will hold your right hand,
saying, fear not; I will help you.

159:5.6 (1769.8) “Neither shall the nations learn war any more.”

160:1.12 (1774.4) This worshipful practice of your Master brings that
relaxation which renews the mind; that illumination which inspires the soul;
that courage which enables one bravely to face one’s problems; that self-
understanding which obliterates debilitating fear; and that consciousness of
union with divinity which equips man with the assurance that enables him to
dare to be Godlike. The relaxation of worship, or spiritual communion as
practiced by the Master, relieves tension, removes conflicts, and mightily
augments the total resources of the personality.

160:3.1 (1777.2) The effort toward maturity necessitates work, and work
requires energy. Whence the power to accomplish all this? The physical
things can be taken for granted, but the Master has well said, "Man cannot
live by bread alone.” Granted the possession of a normal body and
reasonably good health, we must next look for those lures which will act as a
stimulus to call forth man’s slumbering spiritual forces. Jesus has taught us
that God lives in man; then how can we induce man to release these soul-
bound powers of divinity and infinity? How shall we induce men to let go of
God that he may spring forth to the refreshment of our own souls while in
transit outward and then to serve the purpose of enlightening, uplifting, and
blessing countless other souls? How best can I awaken these latent powers
for good which lie dormant in your souls? One thing I am sure of: Emotional
excitement is not the ideal spiritual stimulus. Excitement does not augment
energy; it rather exhausts the powers of both mind and body. Whence then
comes the energy to do these great things? Look to your Master. Even now
he is out in the hills taking in power while we are here giving out energy.
The secret of all this problem is wrapped up in spiritual communion, in
worship. From the human standpoint it is a question of combined meditation
and relaxation. Meditation makes the contact of mind with spirit; relaxation
determines the capacity for spiritual receptivity. And this interchange of
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strength for weakness, courage for fear, the will of God for the mind of self,
constitutes worship.

162:8.3 (1798.1) But when will both of you learn to live as I have taught
you: both serving in co-operation and both refreshing your souls in unison?
Can you not learn that there is a time for everything—that the lesser
matters of life should give way before the greater things of the heavenly
kingdom?”

171:8.3 (1875.8) Said Jesus: “You think that the Son of Man goes up to
Jerusalem to receive a kingdom, but I declare that you are doomed to
disappointment. Do you not remember about a certain prince who went into
a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, but even before he could
return, the citizens of his province, who in their hearts had already rejected
him, sent an embassy after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign
over us’? As this king was rejected in the temporal rule, so is the Son of Man
to be rejected in the spiritual rule. Again I declare that my kingdom is not of
this world; but if the Son of Man had been accorded the spiritual rule of his
people, he would have accepted such a kingdom of men’s souls and would
have reigned over such a dominion of human hearts. Notwithstanding that
they reject my spiritual rule over them, I will return again to receive from
others such a kingdom of spirit as is now denied me. You will see the Son of
Man rejected now, but in another age that which the children of Abraham
now reject will be received and exalted.

180:2.4 (1946.2) But great sorrow later attended the misinterpretation of
the Master’s inferences regarding prayer. There would have been little
difficulty about these teachings if his exact words had been remembered and
subsequently truthfully recorded. But as the record was made, believers
eventually regarded prayer in Jesus’ hame as a sort of supreme magic,
thinking that they would receive from the Father anything they asked for.
For centuries honest souls have continued to wreck their faith against this
stumbling block. How long will it take the world of believers to understand
that prayer is not a process of getting your way but rather a program of
taking God’s way, an experience of learning how to recognize and execute
the Father’s will?

194:3.20 (2065.8) Prayer did not bring the spirit on the day of Pentecost,
but it did have much to do with determining the capacity of receptivity which
characterized the individual believers. Prayer does not move the divine heart
to liberality of bestowal, but it does so often dig out larger and deeper
channels wherein the divine bestowals may flow to the hearts and souls of
those who thus remember to maintain unbroken communion with their
Maker through sincere prayer and true worship.
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196:0.10 (2088.5) Jesus never prayed as a religious duty. To him prayer
was a sincere expression of spiritual attitude, a declaration of soul loyalty, a
recital of personal devotion, an expression of thanksgiving, an avoidance of
emotional tension, a prevention of conflict, an exaltation of intellection, an
ennoblement of desire, a vindication of moral decision, an enrichment of
thought, an invigoration of higher inclinations, a consecration of impulse, a
clarification of viewpoint, a declaration of faith, a transcendental surrender
of will, a sublime assertion of confidence, a revelation of courage, the
proclamation of discovery, a confession of supreme devotion, the validation
of consecration, a technique for the adjustment of difficulties, and the
mighty mobilization of the combined soul powers to withstand all human
tendencies toward selfishness, evil, and sin. He lived just such a life of
prayerful consecration to the doing of his Father’s will and ended his life
triumphantly with just such a prayer.
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Topic 8: Your Soul Grows through Loving Ministry and
Religious Living

1:5.15 (29.5) The absolute perfection of the infinite God would cause him to
suffer the awful limitations of unqualified finality of perfectness were it not a
fact that the Universal Father directly participates in the personality struggle
of every imperfect soul in the wide universe who seeks, by divine aid, to
ascend to the spiritually perfect worlds on high. This progressive experience
of every spirit being and every mortal creature throughout the universe of
universes is a part of the Father’s ever-expanding Deity-consciousness of the
never-ending divine circle of ceaseless self-realization.

2:7.10 (43.3) The religious challenge of this age is to those farseeing and
forward-looking men and women of spiritual insight who will dare to
construct a new and appealing philosophy of living out of the enlarged and
exquisitely integrated modern concepts of cosmic truth, universe beauty,
and divine goodness. Such a new and righteous vision of morality will attract
all that is good in the mind of man and challenge that which is best in the
human soul. Truth, beauty, and goodness are divine realities, and as man
ascends the scale of spiritual living, these supreme qualities of the Eternal
become increasingly co-ordinated and unified in God, who is love.

28:6.5 (314.4) 2. The Memory of Mercy. These are the actual, full and
replete, living records of the mercy which has been extended to individuals
and races by the tender ministrations of the instrumentalities of the Infinite
Spirit in the mission of adapting the justice of righteousness to the status of
the realms, as disclosed by the portrayals of the Significance of Origins. The
Memory of Mercy discloses the moral debt of the children of mercy—their
spiritual liabilities—to be set down against their assets of the saving
provision established by the Sons of God. In revealing the Father’s pre-
existent mercy, the Sons of God establish the necessary credit to insure the
survival of all. And then, in accordance with the findings of the Significance
of Origins, a mercy credit is established for the survival of each rational
creature, a credit of lavish proportions and one of sufficient grace to insure
the survival of every soul who really desires divine citizenship.

28:6.9 (315.2) 3. The Import of Time. Time is the one universal endowment
of all will creatures; it is the “one talent” intrusted to all intelligent beings.
You all have time in which to insure your survival; and time is fatally
squandered only when it is buried in neglect, when you fail so to utilize it as
to make certain the survival of your soul. Failure to improve one’s time to
the fullest extent possible does not impose fatal penalties; it merely retards
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the pilgrim of time in his journey of ascent. If survival is gained, all other
losses can be retrieved.

28:6.20 (317.1) 6 and 7. The Secret of Greatness and the Soul of
Goodness. The ascending pilgrims having awakened to the import of time,
the way is prepared for the realization of the solemnity of trust and for the
appreciation of the sanctity of service. While these are the moral elements of
greatness, there are also secrets of greatness. When the spiritual tests of
greatness are applied, the moral elements are not disregarded, but the
quality of unselfishness revealed in disinterested labor for the welfare of
one’s earthly fellows, particularly worthy beings in need and in distress, that
is the real measure of planetary greatness. And the manifestation of
greatness on a world like Urantia is the exhibition of self-control. The great
man is not he who “takes a city” or “overthrows a nation,” but rather “he
who subdues his own tongue.”

48:6.34 (555.2) Next to the destiny guardians, these transition ministers
draw the nearest to humans of all orders of seraphim, and many of your
leisure moments will be spent with them. Angels take delight in service and,
when unassigned, often minister as volunteers. The soul of many an
ascending mortal has for the first time been kindled by the divine fire of the
will-to-service through personal friendship with the volunteer servers of the
seraphic reserves.

48:7.4 (556.4) 2. Few persons live up to the faith which they really have.
Unreasoned fear is a master intellectual fraud practiced upon the evolving
mortal soul.

91:7.2 (1000.3) The great religious teachers and the prophets of past ages
were not extreme mystics. They were God-knowing men and women who
best served their God by unselfish ministry to their fellow mortals. Jesus
often took his apostles away by themselves for short periods to engage in
meditation and prayer, but for the most part he kept them in service-contact
with the multitudes. The soul of man requires spiritual exercise as well as
spiritual nourishment.

100:3.1 (1096.6) Religion is not a technique for attaining a static and
blissful peace of mind; it is an impulse for organizing the soul for dynamic
service. It is the enlistment of the totality of selfhood in the loyal service of
loving God and serving man. Religion pays any price essential to the
attainment of the supreme goal, the eternal prize. There is a consecrated
completeness in religious loyalty which is superbly sublime. And these
loyalties are socially effective and spiritually progressive.
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100:7.13 (1103.1) This man of Galilee was not a man of sorrows; he was

a soul of gladness. Always was he saying, “"Rejoice and be exceedingly glad.”
But when duty required, he was willing to walk courageously through the
“valley of the shadow of death.” He was gladsome but at the same time
humble.

101:2.10 (1106.9) Faith reveals God in the soul. Revelation, the substitute
for morontia insight on an evolutionary world, enables man to see the same
God in nature that faith exhibits in his soul. Thus does revelation
successfully bridge the gulf between the material and the spiritual, even
between the creature and the Creator, between man and God.

101:2.13 (1107.3) True religion is an insight into reality, the faith-child of
the moral consciousness, and not a mere intellectual assent to any body of
dogmatic doctrines. True religion consists in the experience that “the Spirit
itself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.” Religion
consists not in theologic propositions but in spiritual insight and the
sublimity of the soul’s trust.

101:2.14 (1107.4) Your deepest nature—the divine Adjuster—creates within
you a hunger and thirst for righteousness, a certain craving for divine
perfection. Religion is the faith act of the recognition of this inner urge to
divine attainment; and thus is brought about that soul trust and assurance
of which you become conscious as the way of salvation, the technique of the
survival of personality and all those values which you have come to look
upon as being true and good.

101:9.3 (1115.4) True religion is that sublime and profound conviction
within the soul which compellingly admonishes man that it would be wrong
for him not to believe in those morontial realities which constitute his
highest ethical and moral concepts, his highest interpretation of life’s
greatest values and the universe’s deepest realities. And such a religion is
simply the experience of yielding intellectual loyalty to the highest dictates
of spiritual consciousness.

101:10.7 (1117.1) Religion effectually cures man’s sense of idealistic
isolation or spiritual loneliness; it enfranchises the believer as a son of God,
a citizen of a new and meaningful universe. Religion assures man that, in
following the gleam of righteousness discernible in his soul, he is thereby
identifying himself with the plan of the Infinite and the purpose of the
Eternal. Such a liberated soul immediately begins to feel at home in this new
universe, his universe.
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102:0.2 (1118.2) But such is not man’s end and eternal destiny; such a
vision is but the cry of despair uttered by some wandering soul who has
become lost in spiritual darkness, and who bravely struggles on in the face
of the mechanistic sophistries of a material philosophy, blinded by the
confusion and distortion of a complex learning. And all this doom of darkness
and all this destiny of despair are forever dispelled by one brave stretch of
faith on the part of the most humble and unlearned of God’s children on
earth.

102:3.4 (1121.6) Religious desire is the hunger quest for divine reality.
Religious experience is the realization of the consciousness of having found
God. And when a human being does find God, there is experienced within
the soul of that being such an indescribable restlessness of triumph in
discovery that he is impelled to seek loving service-contact with his less
illuminated fellows, not to disclose that he has found God, but rather to
allow the overflow of the welling-up of eternal goodness within his

own soul to refresh and ennoble his fellows. Real religion leads to increased
social service.

102:8.7 (1128.3) Religion is ever and always rooted and grounded in
personal experience. And your highest religion, the life of Jesus, was just
such a personal experience: man, mortal man, seeking God and finding him
to the fullness during one short life in the flesh, while in the same human
experience there appeared God seeking man and finding him to the full
satisfaction of the perfect soul of infinite supremacy. And that is religion,
even the highest yet revealed in the universe of Nebadon—the earth life of
Jesus of Nazareth.

110:6.3 (1209.3) The psychic circles are not exclusively intellectual, neither
are they wholly morontial; they have to do with personality status, mind
attainment, soul growth, and Adjuster attunement. The successful traversal
of these levels demands the harmonious functioning of the entire
personality, not merely of some one phase thereof. The growth of the parts
does not equal the true maturation of the whole; the parts really grow in
proportion to the expansion of the entire self—the whole self—material,
intellectual, and spiritual.

110:6.18 (1211.3) The mastery of the cosmic circles is related to the
quantitative growth of the morontia soul, the comprehension of supreme
meanings. But the qualitative status of this

immortal soul is wholly dependent on the grasp of living faith upon the
Paradise-potential fact-value that mortal man is a son of the eternal God.
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117:6.8 (1289.1) All soul-evolving humans are literally the evolutionary sons
of God the Father and God the Mother, the Supreme Being. But until such
time as mortal man becomes soul-conscious of his divine heritage, this
assurance of Deity kinship must be faith realized. Human life experience is
the cosmic cocoon in which the universe endowments of the Supreme Being
and the universe presence of the Universal Father (none of which are
personalities) are evolving the morontia soul of time and the human-divine
finaliter character of universe destiny and eternal service.

141:5.2 (1591.7) “In this way you may experience a perfected unity of spirit
purpose and spirit understanding growing out of the mutual consciousness of
the identity of each of your indwelling Paradise spirits; and you may enjoy
all of this profound spiritual unity in the very face of the utmost diversity of
your individual attitudes of intellectual thinking, temperamental feeling, and
social conduct. Your personalities may be refreshingly diverse and markedly
different, while your spiritual natures and spirit fruits of divine worship and
brotherly love may be so unified that all who behold your lives will of a
surety take cognizance of this spirit identity and soul unity; they will
recognize that you have been with me and have thereby learned, and
acceptably, how to do the will of the Father in heaven. You can achieve the
unity of the service of God even while you render such service in accordance
with the technique of your own original endowments of mind, body,

and soul.

143:5.8 (1614.2) This was the first direct, positive, and undisguised
pronouncement of his divine nature and sonship which Jesus had made on
earth; and it was made to a woman, a Samaritan woman, and a woman of
guestionable character in the eyes of men up to this moment, but a woman
whom the divine eye beheld as having been sinned against more than as
sinning of her own desire and as now being a human soul who desired
salvation, desired it sincerely and wholeheartedly, and that was enough.

147:5.8 (1653.2) “This transformed woman whom some of you saw at
Simon’s house today is, at this moment, living on a level which is vastly
below that of Simon and his well-meaning associates; but while these
Pharisees are occupied with the false progress of the illusion of traversing
deceptive circles of meaningless ceremonial services, this woman has, in
dead earnest, started out on the long and eventful search for God, and her
path toward heaven is not blocked by spiritual pride and moral self-
satisfaction. The woman is, humanly speaking, much farther away from God
than Simon, but her soul is in progressive motion; she is on the way toward
an eternal goal. There are present in this woman tremendous spiritual
possibilities for the future. Better by far to have a small but living and
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growing faith than to be possessed of a great intellect with its dead stores of
worldly wisdom and spiritual unbelief.”

147:8.4 (1656.5) And all this he will do if you refrain from oppression,
condemnation, and vanity. The Father rather desires that you draw out your
heart to the hungry, and that you minister to the afflicted souls; then shall
your light shine in obscurity, and even your darkness shall be as the
noonday. Then shall the Lord guide you continually, satisfying your soul and
renewing your strength.

155:3.7 (1727.7) They learned that, when religion is wholly spiritual in
motive, it makes all life more worth while, filling it with high purposes,
dignifying it with transcendent values, inspiring it with superb motives, all
the while comforting the human soul with a sublime and sustaining hope.
True religion is designed to lessen the strain of existence; it releases faith
and courage for daily living and unselfish serving. Faith promotes spiritual
vitality and righteous fruitfulness.

155:5.8 (1729.3) Until the races become highly intelligent and more fully
civilized, there will persist many of those childlike and superstitious
ceremonies which are so characteristic of the evolutionary religious practices
of primitive and backward peoples. Until the human race progresses to the
level of a higher and more general recognition of the realities of spiritual
experience, large numbers of men and women will continue to show a
personal preference for those religions of authority which require only
intellectual assent, in contrast to the religion of the spirit, which entails
active participation of mind and soul in the faith adventure of grappling with
the rigorous realities of progressive human experience.

155:5.9 (1729.4) The acceptance of the traditional religions of authority
presents the easy way out for man’s urge to seek satisfaction for the
longings of his spiritual nature. The settled, crystallized, and established
religions of authority afford a ready refuge to which the distracted and
distraught soul of man may flee when harassed by fear and tormented by
uncertainty. Such a religion requires of its devotees, as the price to be paid
for its satisfactions and assurances, only a passive and purely intellectual
assent.

155:5.11 (1729.6) The religion of the spirit means effort, struggle, conflict,
faith, determination, love, loyalty, and progress. The religion of the mind—
the theology of authority—requires little or none of these exertions from its
formal believers. Tradition is a safe refuge and an easy path for those fearful
and halfhearted souls who instinctively shun the spirit struggles and mental
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uncertainties associated with those faith voyages of daring adventure out
upon the high seas of unexplored truth in search for the farther shores of
spiritual realities as they may be discovered by the progressive human mind
and experienced by the evolving human soul.

155:5.14 (1730.2) All twenty-four of his hearers rose to their feet, intending
to signify their united and loyal response to this, one of the few emotional
appeals which Jesus ever made to them, but he raised his hand and stopped
them, saying: "Go now apart by yourselves, each man alone with the Father,
and there find the unemotional answer to my question, and having found
such a true and sincere attitude of soul, speak that answer freely and boldly
to my Father and your Father, whose infinite life of love is the very spirit of
the religion we proclaim.”

155:6.7 (1731.5) T admonish you to give up the practice of always quoting
the prophets of old and praising the heroes of Israel, and instead aspire to
become living prophets of the Most High and spiritual heroes of the coming
kingdom. To honor the God-knowing leaders of the past may indeed be
worth while, but why, in so doing, should you sacrifice the supreme
experience of human existence: finding God for yourselves and knowing him
in your own souls?

156:5.9 (1739.4) Make not the mistake of estimating the soul’s worth by the
imperfections of the mind or by the appetites of the body. Judge not

the soul nor evaluate its destiny by the standard of a single unfortunate
human episode. Your spiritual destiny is conditioned only by your spiritual
longings and purposes.

156:5.10 (1739.5) Religion is the exclusively spiritual experience of the
evolving immortal soul of the God-knowing man, but moral power and
spiritual energy are mighty forces which may be utilized in dealing with
difficult social situations and in solving intricate economic problems. These
moral and spiritual endowments make all levels of human living richer and
more meaningful.

156:5.17 (1740.4) The measure of the spiritual capacity of the

evolving soul is your faith in truth and your love for man, but the measure of
your human strength of character is your ability to resist the holding of
grudges and your capacity to withstand brooding in the face of deep sorrow.
Defeat is the true mirror in which you may honestly view your real self.

157:6.14 (1750.8) “And now have I brought you apart with me and by
yourselves for a little while that you may comprehend the glory, and grasp
the grandeur, of the life to which I have called you: the faith-adventure of
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the establishment of my Father’s kingdom in the hearts of mankind, the
building of my fellowship of living association with the souls of all who
believe this gospel.”

159:3.8 (1766.4) The world is filled with hungry souls who famish in the
very presence of the bread of life; men die searching for the very God who
lives within them. Men seek for the treasures of the kingdom with yearning
hearts and weary feet when they are all within the immediate grasp of living
faith. Faith is to religion what sails are to a ship; it is an addition of power,
not an added burden of life. There is but one struggle for those who enter
the kingdom, and that is to fight the good fight of faith. The believer has
only one battle, and that is against doubt—unbelief.

159:3.11 (1766.7) Teach all believers to avoid leaning upon the insecure
props of false sympathy. You cannot develop strong characters out of the
indulgence of self-pity; honestly endeavor to avoid the deceptive influence of
mere fellowship in misery. Extend sympathy to the brave and courageous
while you withhold overmuch pity from those cowardly souls who only
halfheartedly stand up before the trials of living. Offer not consolation to
those who lie down before their troubles without a struggle. Sympathize not
with your fellows merely that they may sympathize with you in return.

160:1.13 (1774.5) Prejudice blinds the soul to the recognition of truth, and
prejudice can be removed only by the sincere devotion of the soul to the
adoration of a cause that is all-embracing and all-inclusive of one’s fellow
men. Prejudice is inseparably linked to selfishness. Prejudice can be
eliminated only by the abandonment of self-seeking and by substituting
therefor the quest of the satisfaction of the service of a cause that is not
only greater than self, but one that is even greater than all humanity—the
search for God, the attainment of divinity.

162:6.3 (1796.1) At the conclusion of this early morning service Jesus
continued to teach the multitude, saying: “Have you not read in the
Scripture: ‘Behold, as the waters are poured out upon the dry ground and
spread over the parched soil, so will I give the spirit of holiness to be poured
out upon your children for a blessing even to your children’s children’? Why
will you thirst for the ministry of the spirit while you seek to water

your souls with the traditions of men, poured from the broken pitchers of
ceremonial service? That which you see going on about this temple is the
way in which your fathers sought to symbolize the bestowal of the divine
spirit upon the children of faith, and you have done well to perpetuate these
symbols, even down to this day. But now has come to this generation the
revelation of the Father of spirits through the bestowal of his Son, and all of
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this will certainly be followed by the bestowal of the spirit of the Father and
the Son upon the children of men. To every one who has faith shall this
bestowal of the spirit become the true teacher of the way which leads to life
everlasting, to the true waters of life in the kingdom of heaven on earth and
in the Father’s Paradise over there.”

167:1.5 (1834.3) Then went Jesus over to where the sick man sat and,
taking him by the hand, said: “Arise and go your way. You have not asked to
be healed, but I know the desire of your heart and the faith of your soul.”

167:5.1 (1838.2) Said Jesus: “You see, then, that the Father gives salvation
to the children of men, and this salvation is a free gift to all who have the
faith to receive sonship in the divine family. There is nothing man can do to
earn this salvation. Works of self-righteousness cannot buy the favor of God,
and much praying in public will not atone for lack of living faith in the heart.
Men you may deceive by your outward service, but God looks into

your souls.

167:5.2 (1838.3) The Pharisee judged himself by the lowest standard; the
publican squared himself by the highest ideal. Devotion, to the Pharisee, was
a means of inducing self-righteous inactivity and the assurance of false
spiritual security; devotion, to the publican, was a means of stirring up

his soul to the realization of the need for repentance, confession, and the
acceptance, by faith, of merciful forgiveness. The Pharisee sought justice;
the publican sought mercy. The law of the universe is: Ask and you shall
receive; seek and you shall find.

170:4.14 (1863.12) This world has never seriously or sincerely or honestly
tried out these dynamic ideas and divine ideals of Jesus’ doctrine of the
kingdom of heaven. But you should not become discouraged by the
apparently slow progress of the kingdom idea on Urantia. Remember that
the order of progressive evolution is subjected to sudden and unexpected
periodical changes in both the material and the spiritual worlds. The
bestowal of Jesus as an incarnated Son was just such a strange and
unexpected event in the spiritual life of the world. Neither make the fatal
mistake, in looking for the age manifestation of the kingdom, of failing to
effect its establishment within your own souls.

170:5.13 (1865.3) Jesus foresaw that a social organization, or church, would
follow the progress of the true spiritual kingdom, and that is why he never
opposed the apostles’ practicing the rite of John’s baptism. He taught that
the truth-loving soul, the one who hungers and thirsts for righteousness, for
God, is admitted by faith to the spiritual kingdom; at the same time the
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apostles taught that such a believer is admitted to the social organization of
disciples by the outward rite of baptism.

195:5.8 (2075.11) Religion is designed to find those values in the universe
which call forth faith, trust, and assurance; religion culminates in worship.
Religion discovers for the soul those supreme values which are in contrast
with the relative values discovered by the mind. Such superhuman insight
can be had only through genuine religious experience.

195:5.14 (2076.5) In religion, Jesus advocated and followed the method of
experience, even as modern science pursues the technique of experiment.
We find God through the leadings of spiritual insight, but we approach this
insight of the soul through the love of the beautiful, the pursuit of truth,
loyalty to duty, and the worship of divine goodness. But of all these values,
love is the true guide to real insight.

195:6.8 (2077.4) Materialism reduces man to a soulless automaton and
constitutes him merely an arithmetical symbol finding a helpless place in the
mathematical formula of an unromantic and mechanistic universe. But
whence comes all this vast universe of mathematics without a Master
Mathematician? Science may expatiate on the conservation of matter, but
religion validates the conservation of men’s souls—it concerns their
experience with spiritual realities and eternal values.

195:7.20 (2080.5) Science lives by the mathematics of the mind; music
expresses the tempo of the emotions. Religion is the spiritual rhythm of
the soul in time-space harmony with the higher and eternal melody
measurements of Infinity. Religious experience is something in human life
which is truly supermathematical.

195:9.4 (2082.9) Religion does need new leaders, spiritual men and women
who will dare to depend solely on Jesus and his incomparable teachings. If
Christianity persists in neglecting its spiritual mission while it continues to
busy itself with social and material problems, the spiritual renaissance must
await the coming of these new teachers of Jesus’ religion who will be
exclusively devoted to the spiritual regeneration of men. And then will these
spirit-born souls quickly supply the leadership and inspiration requisite for
the social, moral, economic, and political reorganization of the world.

195:9.8 (2083.4) The world needs more firsthand religion. Even
Christianity—the best of the religions of the twentieth century—is not only a
religion about Jesus, but it is so largely one which men experience
secondhand. They take their religion wholly as handed down by their
accepted religious teachers. What an awakening the world would experience
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if it could only see Jesus as he really lived on earth and know, firsthand, his
life-giving teachings! Descriptive words of things beautiful cannot thrill like
the sight thereof, neither can creedal words inspire men’s souls like the
experience of knowing the presence of God. But expectant faith will ever
keep the hope-door of man’s soul open for the entrance of the eternal
spiritual realities of the divine values of the worlds beyond.

196:0.7 (2088.2) The Son of Man was a splendidly unified human
personality; he was a perfectly endowed divine being; he was also
magnificently co-ordinated as a combined human and divine being
functioning on earth as a single personality. Always did the Master co-
ordinate the faith of the soul with the wisdom-appraisals of seasoned
experience. Personal faith, spiritual hope, and moral devotion were always
correlated in a matchless religious unity of harmonious association with the
keen realization of the reality and sacredness of all human loyalties—
personal honor, family love, religious obligation, social duty, and economic
necessity.

196:3.32 (2096.8) Some men’s lives are too great and noble to descend to
the low level of being merely successful. The animal must adapt itself to the
environment, but the religious man transcends his environment and in this
way escapes the limitations of the present material world through this
insight of divine love. This concept of love generates in the soul of man that
superanimal effort to find truth, beauty, and goodness; and when he does
find them, he is glorified in their embrace; he is consumed with the desire to
live them, to do righteousness.
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